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Royal Arts is a magazine dedicated to the new wave of artists.

Our target isn't to speak and write only about celebrities, but to 
discover real personalities, talented artists, authors, poets, entre-

preneurs, people in charge of their Destiny.

In a world of social media, where the shake hand is just a  «like» and 
the greetings are just emoticons, we are here to start not a  fancy small 
talk but a deep look in to the reality of people's life, visions, feelings, 
projects, commitments and not at the end Dreams.

Together with the artist of Arab calligraphy Raouf  Meftah we are 
proud to start this amazing project, where literature meets & 
greets creativity, where visionary artists are speaking out their 

passion in words & colours, entrepreneurs are building up cultural, 
social, economical bridges and thinkers are sharing ideas , ideals and 
beliefs.

In this modern Era, in fact, we are all  Dreamers searching for Beauty, 
Love, Joy and Success.

The Royal Arts Visions magazine is dedicated to all of us, Drea-
mers & Dreams in our journey to self definition, aspiration, ins-
piration and achievements. 

Let us make our encounter a happy story where even a failure can be the 
greatest experience and why not a beautiful souvenir in our life's book.

Welcome to Royal Arts !

WHEN DREAMS COME TRUE

ROYAL ARTS © 
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His Royal Highness Sheikh 

Bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
Nasser

ART & VISIONS

THE ROYAL SUPERSTAR

His Royal Highness Sheikh Nasser Bin Hamad Al Khalifa is one of 
the most famous Royals of the new generation.
Son of His Majesty King Hamad Bin Issa Al Khalifa of Bahrain is 
already young father of 4 children (married to Sheikha Sheikha 

the beautiful daughter of Dubai's Ruler Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum) champion of international Ironman competitions, in love with 
long distance horses endurance, poet and speaker for  young generation's 
empowerment.
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Sheikh Nasser's story has all incredible ingredients for a modern 
movie.
Glamorous personality, hardworking and always ready for extrem 

challenges, his latest success being the 2020 Everest journey, living at 
highest tempo, giving the start to several sports  and cultural activities.

CHALLENGING  THE SPEED

ART & VISIONS

As President of the Olympic Committee of Bahrain, 
Chairman of numerous organizations for Youth & 
Sport & Education, Sheikh Nasser is always middle 
of his international fans, a celebrated Superstar, 

applauded and admired for his courage and determination 
to accomplish all his targets.
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And here comes the surprise.
It isn’t a secret that one of the most beautiful part of the Arabic litera-
ture is the traditional nabati poetry. I must confess I’m studying this 

elegant form of lyrics since long time. Amazingly sensitive, melodious, the 
Arabic specific form of poems and songs are maybe the most tender style 
of expression, with multiple meanings and flavors, speaking about an old 
history of tends, oasis, islands, sea, palms , dreams and the long road to 
the nowadays times. 

ROYALTY and POETRY

ART & VISIONS

Sheikh Nasser’s 
poetry is the voice 
of his ancestors. 

His own passion for lite-
rature comes in his ADN 
like the sand of the desert 
and the colours of the sea 
surrounding his land. Not 
a surprise that many of his 
poems are transformed in 
sensible, emotional songs 
by the most famous sin-
gers of the Arab World.
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ONE OF US

ART & VISIONS
I always love to write about unusual personalities. 
Sheikh Nasser Bin Hamad Al Khalifa is for sure one of them. 
Since his first horses endurance championship in Dillingen, here in our 
marvelous green Bavaria, he was surrounded by admirers and mass media 
reporters curious to meet and greet the young charming Royal gifted with  
«Hollywood » allure and in the same time so much friendly, simple and 
open to the press and people.
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Photos credits - our gratitude to HE. Mister Tawfiq Al Salehi, Special Advisor, Director of Media office of 
HRH. Sheikh Nasser  Bin Hamad Al Khalifa

ART & VISIONS

I always said, culture 
and sport are the best 
ambassador of frien-
dship.
Sheikh Nasser is for 
sure not the usual type 
of Royal or celebrity 
restricted in a strange, 
cold, old-fashioned  
protocol. 
He knows exactly how 
to interfere with people 
being  « one of us » 
and  in the same time 
being a real Influencer 
of our times.
Living his life passio-
nately , challenging 
the speed , motivated 
and determinated  in 
everything is doing, 
Nasser Bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa is the perfect 
image of the modern 
Royal in charge of his 
own Destiny : Born to 
win. 

A MODERN PRINCE

Monica Mergiu
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BAZARD
Alain

THE LORD
OF ARTS

ART & VISIONS

His paintings are masterpieces of the 
old school of raffinesse and spiri-
tuality. Alain Bazard is a Master of 

classical paintings formed at the Superior 
National of School Beaux Arts in Paris and 
nothing is more difficult but in the same 
time more beautiful to describe him. 
His Artworks are impressive, dominant, 
large scenes representing stories, charac-
ters and personages sumptuously created 
in the specific form and strict style of clas-
sicisme. Recognized as one of the most 
important artists of France , Alain Bazard 
is very well known for his numerous exhi-
bitions worldwide.

His art is celebrated es-
pecially in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, Alain 

Bazard's 100 paintings being 
part of the Royal Palace's pri-
vate collection.
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After a long successful career , today the painter is considered a fa-
mous Orientalist, an artist dedicated to the perfect Beauty. 
Born 1944 in Paris, educated at the prestigious Ecole des Beaux 

Arts, Alain Bazard is multiple awarded during his long career as a Maestro 
of classical paintings.  
After several prizes, more than 30 , 2011 Alain Bazard was awarded with 
Le Grand Prix de L 'Art du Who's Who by the President Dr. Louis Marc Ser-
vien, Count of Boisdauphin for his long life marvelous career and artistic 
creations. 

ART & VISIONS

His art is emotional, carrying a great expressivity and immense im-
pressive power. 
The paintings of Alain Bazard are the expression of force, beauty 

and artistic charm. 
Exploring infinite territories, history, stories and experiences, the artist's 
talent offers to us splendid Artworks, masterpieces, jewelry for eyes, heart 
and soul.     
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Dear Mr.Alain Bazard, when did you start painting?
When I was six I wanted to be a drawer and at the age of ten I started oil 
painting from nature on canvas.

Did you have a Mentor at the beginning ?
At the age of 13, I attended several reputable painting academies in Mont-
parnasse with the impressionist artist Gustave CORLIN and Henri GOETZ, 
an abstract surrealist. They were my mentors. I also attended the Louvre 
museum to prepare for the fine arts competition.

ART & VISIONS

 How do you describe 
your Art ?
Art is part of human 
nature, it evolves 
through civilizations 
and illustrates their 
specificity allowing 
us to visually travel in 
time up to the prehis-
toric period.

You are recognized as a 
Orientalist. 
What makes the oriental 
world so much attractive for 
you as Artist and have you 
been influenced by its exotic 
charm ?
After an Impressionist and 
Expressionist period from 
1970 to 1980, I had an orien-
talist period influenced by De-
lacroix, Ingres and Gerôme. 
My attraction to the oriental 
world was the result of my 
first trip to Morocco with its 
light and colorful characters 
before discovering India and 
the Far East.
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What do you want to reflect in your Artworks ?
My work is the mirror of my passions, like a second life. It is the projection 
of my mental portrait.
To fully restore life, you have to love others and enrich yourself with their 
talents to be in harmony with the topics covered. Creation at home is per-
manent, even obsessive, this the price to pay. My vision of the world is built 
on a solid technique.

ART & VISIONS
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Do you have a personal statement, an artistic legacy ?
I register as an heir to the movement of classical painting and take up this 
quote from Gilles Deleuze «For an Artist to be a witness of his time is a 
duty» and, nothing new but in a new way.

Monica Mergiu 

ART & VISIONS
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Binjabi

THE LEGENDARY
Hisham

ART & VISIONS

Long time back, a 14 years young 
boy was so much courageous 
and motivated to paint the por-

trait of His Majesty King  Feisal Bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud  of Saudi Arabia. 

The moment when the Minis-
ter of Culture saw the marve-
lous artwork, he knew that the 

young artist's destiny is for sure a story 
of success. And yes, after so many years 
of creativity, with a rich and impressive 
portfolio of hundreds of Royal por-
traits, today the once young, talented 
artist is the Grand Maestro of Saudi 
and international Art and Culture. 
Founder and owner of two important 
art galleries in Jeddah, his name is 
aready a legend.



ROYAL ARTS MAGAZINE 

HISHAM BINJABI's royal portraits 
collection is famous in the world. 
King Abdulaziz, King Saud, King 
Feisal, King Khaled, King Fahd, 

King Abdullah, King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud,Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan, Prince Charles of 
England, with his charming spouse the marvelous 
and unforgettable Lady Diana, and so many other 
historical personalities are subjects of the gifted, 
magical hands of this great Saudi painter.

ART & VISIONS

Hisham Binjabi is forever in love with his country's nature, customs and 
traditions. His paintings are representing gorgeous Bedouin women in the 
colourful tends, camels middle of the golden desert, beautiful Saudi lands-

cape with roses of the desert, oasis and amazing horses resplendent in their natural 
elegance.
Hisham Binjabi’s artworks are worldwide recognized and celebrated, his name is 
absolutely emblematic for the development of Saudi cultural and artistic move-
ment.
Hisham Binjabi is a complex and complete personality. His arts speak about the 
ancient Saudi Arabia with its amazing old heritage, and in the same time, about the 
new, modern Saudi Kingdom ready to express a huge source of spirituality, talent 
and love for Art.
Hisham Binjabi is legendary. Undoubtedly, the KING OF ART.
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Hisham Binjabi, born in 
Mecca, graduated En-
glish literature at King 

Abdulaziz University in Jed-
dah and as artist was interested 
in the school of realism. He is 
one of the most important ar-
tistic personalities of the Gulf 
countries with a large palette of 
activities and professional inte-
rests. Director, Vice president, 
President in different periods 
of time of the Saudi Center for 
Fine Arts in Jeddah, art curator, 
adviser, Chairman, member of 
numerous arbitration commit-
tees and exhibition evaluation. 

Hisham Binjabi’s art 
galleries opened in 

the’ 70 in Al Balad Jeddah 
are the first places dedica-
ted to art and culture in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The artist himself was 
from the beginning 

very much interested to 
showcase not only his 
own paintings but inter-
national artworks too. 

He is a pioneer of the 
cross cultural coo-

peration and communi-
cation, building real frien-
dship’s bridge between 
Saudi and foreign artists. 

ART & VISIONS

He is participa-
ting to several 
internat ional 

conferences and he was 
designer of Engineering 
Roundabout in Jeddah. 
Hisham Binjabi is Foun-
der of the Jeddah Aca-
demy of Arts to spread 
Fine Arts and preserve 
the precious heritage of 
Jeddah. He is Founder 
of Art Vision Gallery of 
Arts since 1989.
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Hisham Binjabi's 
rich activity 
gives him the 

aura of a complete artist 
and Mecena of  Saudi 
Arts helping the Saudi 
talents and traditional 
heritage to conquest an 
important place in the 
world.
The entire artwork 
of Hisham Binjabi 
is a hommage to his 
country the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.

Monica Mergiu
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The Art Of Drawing Love

MEFTAH
Raouf

ART & VISIONS

LEILA  a very 
c h a r m i n g 
young girl and 
very modest 

and preserve, (in a 
distant time), attrac-
ted by the marvelous 
village’s prince Was-
sim, very seductive, 
she tries to get up 
and make him sign 
in silence so as to at-
tract his attention and 
he is interested in 
her every time or she 
passes in the market 
place ‘but WASSIM 
is too attached to his 
harem and too busy 

Amour
LOVE
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Passionate Love

Wassim knew 
that the woman 
from the  mar-
ket LEILA was 

promised to another young 
prince from a neighboring vil-
lage in order to establish a pact 
of peace between the two vil-
lages, this news upset WASSIM 
and he realizes too late that he 
is madly in love with this wo-
man, and that her harem does 
not satisfy his grief, and that 
his castle without her is empty, 
he can not disclose his love to 
the public to preserve peace but 
also he can not sacrifice his love 
for the other prince, he turns 
around him and consumes 
himself between the heart and 
the conscience, (hence the cal-
ligraphy of the word passionate 
love is read from all sides)
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Sitting in the shade of the wall of the desert garden city, on the shining sand, 
his eyes fixed on the ocean, his thoughts cross the time, when suddenly a soft 
hand caresses his abandoned beard, the hand of a little girl with gold hair, 
color of the sun, blue eyes of the mother of his passion and of his regret for 

his pride… He looks at this angel, smiles and pushes a soothing laugh, faithful to 
his innocence, he smiles and he holds out his hand, when suddenly a hand grabbed 
the girl and squeezed her towards her, a woman covered in face and who left her 
eyes wide open, she looks at him in her great surprise, time has stood still, thoughts 
of their past fly by at high speed as the sand carried by the wind, and the dialogue 
begins between them without words with their powerful gaze full of words, each 
one speaks without listening, each one expresses, shouts, as if we have poured all 
the words of all the books and novels without stopping on the sand, when they 
finished  laughing, she read in his face « I LOVE YOU », this gaze resonates in her 
being like a tremor of sand under her feet, Leila betrays with these sky eyes which 
pour tears like embers on her cheeks , and who arrives at the cheek of this girl who 
watches their stories in silence.
She carried the pretty girl with the eyes and hair of her mother Leila and goes far 
into the city, he shouts to her «when we see you again», she answers him  «when 
you have the heart of the girl» what name can I call the heart of the girl "he replies," 
it is the warmth, and the happiness that guides you in the dark, I am Leila and the 
night for hearts is affection and attachment (wedad), you are Wassim and the light 
illuminates the heart of the night, and for the eyes eternal stories ”and he cried 
NOURAH.

ىااليل ب اااي  ا تياناا ي  ااى ي انااليلى اااي يال
  يل عىنيح ىثيم ا يت ن رهيتضىئيالفؤا 

 
Raouf Meftah 

And Abecedaire
The Eye

ART & VISIONS
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THE ART OF DRAWING LOVE 
RAOUF MEFTAH GIVES COLOURS AND MEANINGS TO HIS  
TRANSCENDENTAL JOURNEY.

Three moments and three paintings for 
one magical story :
Love ; Passionate Love ; Abecedaire.

When Prince Wassim  saw the 
humble, beautiful, young girl Leila, 

he understood that she is his Faith, Des-
tiny and the final station of his passionate 
LIFE. Surrounded by an entire harem of 
charming Women, applauded by a huge 
entourage, middle of the crowded Souk, 
here, two extremely different persons, 
Wassim and Leila will encounter each 
other just by a look in the eyes, remai-
ning charmed, amazed, forever in love, 
passionately and desperately searching 
for approach.
Encountering Love. Passionately in love 
and lost in Perdition. Abecedaire or the 
long path between Desire and Fulfillment 
.From  Darkness to the Light.
WASSIM. LEILA. NOURAH.LOVE

To conquest the so much  shy but so much 
strong Leila, the powerful Wassim must 
walk the complicated road of transition 
leaving aside his fortune, pride, arrogance, 
luxurious, lavish life style as Royal woma-
nizer. Highly admired for his power, wealth 
and beauty, Wassim is falling for the deli-
cate girl who knows how to make him dis-
cover his own emotions and sensibility : 
This is the story of the first painting called 
simply LOVE.

ART & VISIONS

When Wassim is losing Leila who is already engaged to be married, 
his world failed apart. He becomes a traveller, a ghost of the desert, 
living between dunes, sand, oasis, thinking of nothing else but Leila. 
Wassim suffers and subconsciously he is purifying his own soul and 

heart. He knows that he must follow his Destiny and he knows that all his dreams, 
nightmares, sufferance will end up by one magical moment when founding Leila :
This is the story of the second painting entitled PASSIONATE LOVE.

Passionate Love
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And Abecedaire
The Eye

ABECEDAIRE , the third and last part of the story speaks in a very dra-
matic and colourful style, so much specific to Raouf Meftah' s visions, 
about the reunion of the great Prince Wassim  with his soulmate Leila. 
This time, the humble man, looking poor and broken, spirituality and 

physically transformed meets the once simple young girl crowned by her splendid 
beauty, now a mother keeping in her arms a sweet little girl with blue eyes and hair 
of gold, looking directly in the stranger's eyes. Wassim, Leila and the little girl, 
united unexpectedly over the years, when questions and answers are the only path 
to Life and Love. Wassim is ready for all sacrifices only to be with the love of his 
life. Desperately bagging , he is asking her, when he will finally be with her . Leila's 
answer is the key of all Mystery : when you will have the heart of the girl. And how 
should I call the heart of the girl ? Wassim is asking her with broken voice... Her 
name is NOURAH, she responds going far away.

ART & VISIONS

The little, golden girl with blue eyes is their 
Destiny. The Abecedaire of their long jour-
ney from the Darkness to the LIGHT.

In the artistic trilogy painted by Raouf Meftah we 
can discover not only the Love, Passion, Perdition 
but the great message of the beautiful Arab calligra-
phy similar to an old Arab song of the desert or to 
the well-known nabati Poetry .
Raouf Meftah is a Master of suggestions, he creates 
his own philosophy and mythology with a marve-
lous talent as painter , story teller , poet. He is one 
of the most important calligraphers of our times, 
dedicated to the Islamic Art and spreading a unique 
artistic language, arabesques and motifs , guiding 
us in a tumultuous, vibrant Ocean of colours and 
Poetry.

His paintings are exploring different terri-
tories of artistic spirituality. His colourful 
expressivity mirrored in his paintings are 

telling not only stories but an entire history , like a 
book in thousand of pages. His personages are mira-
culously speaking about emotions, transformations, 
discovery, self discovery and  always about Faith .
Raouf Meftah, award winning abstract painter and 
Arabic Calligraphy Maestro has created an influen-
tial style in art and culture. His own credo : ART IS 
LOVE and nothing else matters.
His paintings are metaphorical showing us the 
unique portal to Eternity : BEAUTY .
Monica Mergiu
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MONACO
OYALR

MAGAZINE 

ART & VISIONS

GLAMOUR MEETS CULTURE
A magazine of Fame, Arts and Diamonds

When we think about Monaco we certainly have that kind of fee-
ling a la dolce vita. 
Not only because of the splendid view over the most famous 
port of the world and the charming atmosphere of savoir vivre 

but mostly for the legendary, glamorous  Royal family of Grimaldi with their 
history of grandeur and superlative elegance. 
Monaco is still everyone's dream. In this small part of the world, we have 
the sentiment of being privileged guests at an endless party of luxury, fancy 
events and brilliant Encounters . 
The land of the «rich and famous» is since many years not only the ultimate 
extravagance for honey moon Lovers or bling bling appearance on the Red 
Carpet of celebrated beauties. 
Suddenly, Monaco, has started a very special commitment to the cultural 
festivities, Art exhibitions, cinema, fashion, cross cultural dialogs at large 
scale, of course perfectly organized avec la grandeur Monegasque and uni-
maginable talent to bring people, arts and stories in the perfect spot light.

As writer and journalist I'm always ready to com-
pose a story about special people, places and en-

counters. 
Because  «friends of my friends are my friends», thanks 
to Raouf Meftah, I had the great chance to meet the 
one and only Luigi  Mattera, Founder of Royal Mo-
naco Magazine, the most beautiful publication of Cote 
D' Azur.
Signor Luigi Mattera is a Renaissance man. 
Celebrated, awarded and entitled as Chevalier d' Etoile, 
Cavaliere della Stella D' Italia for his immense activity 
in the cultural field, recognized as cultural Ambassa-
dor between Italy, Monaco, France, Luigi Mattera is a 
charming personality, a brilliant spiritual Italian soul . 
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He is a visionary who was able years a go to feel the potential of Mo-
naco as international cultural hub. 
Luigi Mattera knew well the golden who's who, the specific language 

of the «rich, beautiful and famous» and was able to created an internatio-
nal friendship bridge bringing together superstars, stars, personalities with 
special talents and creativity.
In a world of luxury and highest financial potential, Luigi Mattera offered the 
best  platform to a spectacular new society : Monaco for arts and culture. 
Royal Monaco magazine was born as a new social identity,  as spiritual 
Encounter between what luxury, money, fame could offer to us and what 
we are actually searching for, beyond all that.

Today the target Royal Monaco - “RM”- is one of the biggest brands 
and a “must” publication with registered  rights to show, upon  trading 
goods too,  the “R.M” letters & crown,more than that is the most com-

plex magazine of  arts, society, official events, with the largest illustrated 
coverage of  Son Altesse Serenissime Prince Albert, Grimaldi family's  acti-
vities and official participation at diverse events and celebrations.
Royal Monaco magazine presents the world's most visible, important brands 
of the jewelry branches and numerous luxury products along with dialogs, 
interviews of iconic personalities and International celebrities in the name 
of culture, for culture, about culture.
Himself, the Founder of Royal Monaco  Cavaliere Dr. Luigi Mattera remains 
dedicated to his own ideals as writer, journalist, professor and not at the 
end Art Lover.

ART & VISIONS

He serves the internatio-
nal cross cultural dialog 

from the glamorous Monaco, 
Menton the Pearl of France, 
artistical Nice, to his roman-
tic homeland, native Italy, 
San Remo, Padova, Venice 
and actually worldwide, with 
his sumptuous Italian lan-
guage, enthusiasm and de-
dication to the world of Belle 
Arti. 
Monica Mergiu
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Luigi 
MATTERA

GRANDEUR
ArtWith

ART & VISIONS

Spiritual charisma, computer high tech interest and traditional 
Chinese medicine along with literature, poetry, journalism. 
A complex personality: Luigi Mattera.

The best connoisseur of high class, noblesse heritiers and stars, Luigi 
speaks about his multiple interests for different skills. He was always 
attracted to many things, activities and fields but at the end he will 
always be a poet of the romantic times. Journalism is practically his 
soul's food. So, to our questions about spirituality and high tech he 
likes to respond in his own style : with his personal story.

The Royal Monaco brand was born after having received the agreement, 
through the Administrator of Princely  Assets with the authorization of Prince 
Rainier, following a program signed with a Japanese body to promote the 
Principality of Monaco in the land of the Rising Sun.
Royal Monaco magazine was born as an expression of the homonymous 
online publication: www.royalmonaco.net. 
The choice was a bit counter-current in an era in which paper newspapers 
are transformed into online reading, while the Royal Monaco chose the 
reverse-In reality, the RM magazine publishes only a part of the articles or 
press releases and images in the blog that originated it.

S.A.R. Fadila d'Egypte S.A.R. Fakhr-Eddin FaroukMinistre S.E. Laurent Anselmi
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So I wanted to give a broader view of "web" content even to those who are 
not familiar with computers: mainly the group of people of a certain age. 
These people, who with the prolongation of the duration of existence and 

occupying a still important segment of readers fond of the paper, would thus 
have the possibility and perhaps would be stimulated towards an approach to 
the PC in order to read its contents and admire the images, search enlarge them 
in the web reading that reproduced them.

I have always been surrounded by the evolution of the computer since 1972 
when, after exercising the functions of Long Course Captain aboard the oil tan-
kers of the American company TEXACO, I was first called to the administrative 
office in Rome and then to London to set up a system of accounting no longer on 
paper but computer science. From London to Genoa, then to Monte Carlo where 
I took over the direction of the corporate magazine La Lanterna.

In retirement age, I was able to continue journalistic activity with passion after 
collaborating with other newspapers ('Vita e Mare-Genova - and local newspa-
pers on the island of Ischia where I was born). I graduated with a doctorate in 
Foreign Languages   and Literatures and a three-year license in Public Relations 
and Administration Disciplines. I love medicine and have obtained a certificate 
from TUINA, the therapeutic massage of traditional Chinese medicine(Nice); 
then one in Homeopathy(Nice) and I followed online courses in Sports Chiro-
practic/Golf accident  and I was an Associate Member of the World Federation 
of Chiroparctic in Toronto. «I also got my private airplane license».

S.E. Cristiano Gallo, Ambassadeur d'Italies

ART & VISIONS

Luigi Mattera is 
a person used to 
walk the internatio-
nal red carpet but 
before everything 
else he is journa-
list, writer and poet 
who really enjoys 
the poetry of life.

Georgi Mikhailovitch S.A.R. Princesse Antonella Bourbon
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Debbie
WINGHAM

The Magic of Life

ART & VISIONS

Charming, elegant and statuary beautiful, Debbie Wingham spreads that kind 
of savoire vivre flair of the British old school 's noblesse. She possesses the 
perfect manners veiled in a very feminine joy for life, sense for fashion, art 

and beauty. 
She is the ultimate Good Fairy if the modern times gifted with a glamorous Diva 
look and smart attitude, internationally recognized and crowned as Queen of Luxu-
ry, creative-preneur, artist with the finest feelings for diamonds, rubies, emeralds, 
transforming the precious gems in to the most unimaginable pieces of art-from 
haute couture, the most expensive Abaya, high hills, tiara, wedding dress-to the 
most expensive Christmas tree 2019 in Bahia or lately the Bulgari mask, unique 
piece of art absolutely fabulous, extravagantly created for the birthday celebration 
of a Lebanese billionaire .

Debbie Wingham was born to be a star and everything she is doing now 
isn't just a profession but a way of life : she gives us that feeling of magic, 
happiness, courage to understand the luxury not just as a dream but as a 

chance, possibility, opportunity making us to believe in creativity as inspiration for 
our daily life. Fairy tales are real and no other fantasy is greater than Life.
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How do you describe yourself  beyond the title of 
well known Queen of Luxury ?

Its so hard to give myself a title.
Most careers do indeed have a title but I create 
so many things, in so many different materials its 
impossible to put a title on it.  
In some circles I'm known as the countess of 
confection, others an haute couturier, some a taste 
maker and some call me diamond Debbie.  
Generally speaking diamonds, fab frocks and 
pastries dont tend to sit together at all but for me 
it seems to work. 
So I remain titlelss and still not sure what I will be 
when I grow up but I suppose artist summarises 
it best! Or diamond artist, perhaps !?!

Why - do you think - we are 
all looking for luxurious, 
sparkling, shining things 
around us ?

I dont think everyone is loo-
king for luxurious, sparkly 
things. Thats a matter of per-
sonal preference.
For those who are looking 
for something sparkly and 
unique thats often centric to a 
milestone occasion. 
My clients generally are loo-
king for a way to gift diamond 
portfolios or luxurious assets 
and I tend to be the appointed 
person to find a way to pre-
sent those assets.

ART & VISIONS
 Beauty , creativity , art - what is the real 
meaning of Luxury ?

Luxury can be delivered in many for-
mats.
For me personally it means crafted by 
hand, using both old school techniques 
and modern methods combined. 
Sourcing unique materials and presen-
ting them in a unique way.
I'm personally a fan of taking existing 
luxury items and breathing new life 
into them.  I call this reborn luxury. Or 
eco luxury.
This concept stems from my clients 
who often only wear something once 
and then rarely even look at it again.
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How did you start your career as fashion designer , creative-preneur , writer and 
Guinness  Book Superstar in this world of celebrities ?

I moved from my home town in South Yorkshire to London at age 18, didnt know 
a soul and had only been to london once in my life prior to moving. 
I lived on tinned food and bread and butter because I had less than no money. 
 No backing at all and spent rent money on fabric, food money on fabric.....
I would sell my creations at portobello and Greenwich Market, whilst working as a 
promo girl by day.
Didn't sleep much, worked 24 7 and made it my business to network with all the 
right fashion people.
In my early 20s myself and a number of other emerging designers worked as a coo-
perative and chipped in to get a shop, so we would have a shop front and not have 
to freeze to death outside on market stalls.

ART & VISIONS

In short after this, I made the jump 
over the pond to LA because a num-
ber of fashion journos told me I ought 
to move to the home of the red carpet 
as I had a flair for glamourous gowns.
 I started to really get noticed around 
age 26 when a dear friend of mine Mi-
chael Dye, Vogue Italia and Vanity fair 
stylist did a colab and made a collec-
tion together.  
This was my very first big fashion show 
for my work in its own right, this col-
lection was showcased at the Chateau 
marmot and Van Cleef & Arpels loa-
ned me half a million pounds worth of 
jewels.
That was my first taste of proper luxu-
ry prior to that I personally don't think 
id even been close to exquisite top end 
jewellery.
I realised quickly still struggling to get 
by despite some media success and 
celeb client's that I needed to do so-
mething big and thats when I decided 
to make the world famous black dia-
mond dress.  
That took 12 months to make, not just 
the hand beading but loaning 3.5 mil-
lion GBP of diamonds was no easy 
task, insurance, security etc
After that dress was launched my life 
changed, it was a make or break mo-
ment!
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Family is the most important thing to me, they travel with me on most my projects 
and play a part in every creation I make. 
Whilst I have the accolade of a diamond artist and I may have some luxurious 
things around me Im a coal miners daughter, when I grew up we had not a great 
deal of money, no central heating, no telephone but I had alot of love and support 
from my family, which gave me alot of confidence in my abilities. Confidence I 
consider half the battle to success!
I have worked extremely hard for everything I have and im appreciative every day, 
This is probably why I'm so grounded. People assume by the headlines that I'm an 
ice queen but are always surprised by how down to earth I am.
In my eyes I'm just an hard working, working class girl from yorkshire and my path 
I suppose is From Coal Dust to diamonds.

Debbie Wingham born in South Yorkshire is today the world's most 
expensive designer with the largest palette of  luxury products star-
ting haute couture fashion to bakery and pastries and the most pre-
cious  Christmas tree in the world.
Self taught designer , starting from zero  but gifted with huge talent 

and iron will , Debbie Wingham started a fulminant career winning over night the 
title Queen of Luxury .

Somehow you are a Cinderella, but your long list of personal achievements crowns 
you as self made Queen of Luxury, strong, smart, sexy and very well connected.
How much important is your family's support and what makes you really happy in 
your real life beyond the diamonds-emeralds-Chanel-Bulgari-Van Cleef - fairy tale 
Universe ?

2005 , by  B.A.F.T.A  Awards , her gowns creations have been the most admired , 
suddenly featured in Vogue , Elle , Glamour , L.A.Times , GC , Glamour , with the 
best critics and great enthusiasm. From Cinderella of the fashion industry to the 
most glamorous personality of today, Debbie Wingham improves her talen with 
more and more impressive creations.
We can see her signature on the screen of  the famous Sex and the City , Ugly Betty, 
Desperate Housewives or as elegant Guest Judge on Britain’s Next Top Model.
Debbie Wingham has designed and create the 3,5 million pounds  worth black dia-
mond dress and the 11 million pounds worth  red diamonds Abaya .

ART & VISIONS

Despite the glamour and  Fairy tale luxurious creations , Debbie Wingham is first 
of all a happy wife and mother of 3 marvelous girls , dedicated to her family life and 
not at the end to the Pin ups & Pastries her favorite receipts for every day’s life.
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TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL 

ART & VISIONS
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McQueen
Gary James 

He looks like a Rockstar and he is the nephew of the glorious en-
fant terrible of the fashion industry, the one and only Alexander Lee 
McQueen. The essence of the story isn't the talent enharited from 

his uncle, but his own huge imagination, strange, sensational, cinematic, 
diverse and amazingly creative. If Alexander McQueen was in a permanent 
agony (a very fruitful one !), Gary McQueen lives a tremendous rebirth middle 
of sacred flames. If his miraculous creativity is part of his DNA, his inspira-
tion comes from a totally different Cosmos : Gary McQueen is following his 
personal journey, writing his own destiny far away from the famous family 
name, living his personal legend knowing very well who he is, where is he 
going and what he do really want. The fashion industry is maybe the most 
provocative and challenging territory ever. Gary McQueen's collections are 
even more provocative and seductive than we can imagine.

ART & VISIONS

His art is like a Cha-
meleon, chan-
ging, exchanging, 

inspiring and charming 
from the very first mo-
ment. It is the mystery, 
mystic, glamour, ele-
gance and yes, a big 
portion of sex appeal 
what makes his design 
not only attractive but 
unforgettable.



ROYAL ARTS MAGAZINE 

Dear Gary, speaking about your latest creation the « Guiding Light » Jewelry 
piece, please tell us about the idea behind it.

It is a brooch inspired by the Egyptian mythology. The Sun God Ra would 
appear as a stag beetle carrying the sun trough the netherworld to rise 
again the next day. This is a one of a kind piece made of solid 9ct.Gold, 
Mother of Pearl and i plan to use a read diamond in the middle of the sun.

ART & VISIONS

As art curator and writer I am always on the jour-
ney to discover new and diverse subjects. Wich 
one of your creations is totally different than your 
usual ones? 
Fashion is Art. So each one of my pieces is an ar-
twork, unique and innovative .Maybe some of the 
most challenging are The Vanitas Skull", limited 
edition of 20, Lenticular artwork ( 4ftx5ft), The Sa-
vage Beauty Skull" limited edition (20) Lenticular 
artwork, and The Flayed Angel", limited edition of 
20, Lenticular artwork. 

Do you have a new idea, project right now? 
 I'm planning to make a very limited run of bronze 
sculptures. This is in my mind right now and for 
sure you will see it in the very near future.

Your creations are very 
diverse. Your scarfs are 
very easily recognized and 
celebrated as emblematic. 
 My scarf collection entitled 
« Chemin Vers Faberge » 
was a limited edition scarf 
that I designed for Fa-
berge. Yes, this item sold 
for $450 and in deed sold 
very quiqly. 
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Gary James McQueen looks like a Rockstar and thinks like a poet. 
His collections are a melange of ancient and modern history, Egyp-
tian Pyramids, Shakespeare , Rolling Stones, Vivaldi and Shigeru 

Umebayashi. Gary McQueen has the huge capacity to transform the world 
around us, even for some moments, making us part of his own story. His 
art is passionate, vibrant, speaking about ghosts and gods with magical, 
mystical, mysterious creativity, coming from somewhere, from an unknown 
mythology or from a different kind of angels.
In a continuous creative battle, inspired by his family's history, surrounded 
by phantoms, ghosts, demons and Gods, Gary McQueen is an artist of 
Light. Living behind any kind of vanity he follows his own artistic journey 
without fear, never alone, invisibly touched by an Angel.
Monica Mergiu
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Arwa

BETWEEN  MYSTERY  AND  MYSTIC

Alneami

A WOMAN'S  REALITY  

ART & VISIONS

I am not writing about Arwa Alneami. 
I am writing about the amazing woman artist 
behind the veil. 

Resplendently feminine, strong like a solid 
gold, unbreakable like a Goddess of the ancient 
times. 
Nothing can describe her better than her own 
artworks, photographs, installations, videos, all 
together speaking about a very talented woman 
gifted with humor, sense of satire, mastering 
perfectly a good portion of parody with a smart 
sparkle of self confidence.

SOUND OF CARDAMOM is the most beau-
tiful, poetically artwork dedicated to the old 

traditional villages of her birthplace. 
The silent night surrounded by jinns and  uns-
poken dreams, wishes, desires, and the ama-
zing scents and smell of the Cardamom. 
Mysterious and emotional, a story about souls, 
nights, secrets, traditions and customs.
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NEVER NEVER LAND, the unusual and coura-
geous story in images of a Saudi park, women 
, children, veils, hijab, abaya, images speaking 

about the hidden wishes for equality between men and 
women. A story starting as a souvenir of the childhood, 
sisterhood , brotherhood and the nowadays parks.
Challenging the future, making things happen, rules, 
customs, a story about how it is and how should be.

RED LIPSTICK,  fabulous description of the hijab culture. Mystery, 
romance, erotism, sensuality, purity, innocence - FEMININITY to 
another dimension. The artwork is extremely expressive, showing 

how a hidden face is maybe - or for sure - infinitely more attractive, sug-
gestive , provocative behind the veil. 
Red represents the passion and the tyranny. The traditional veil associa-
ted with the bright colour of the lipstick gives us a very special message, 
or even more, a very special story starting with  : Here I am. Find me if you 
can.

SPRING CAMELS  speaks about what today is the symbol of the tou-
rism in Arab countries : Camels. In a very floral, emotional, poetical 
form and images, the artist offers her homage to the best friend of 

the desert. Not to that cliché subject « camels for tourism » but to that loyal 
companion of humans middle of the desert. 
Camels as celebration, colourfully festive, welcoming the Springtime, 
eternal symbols of the endless journey, travellers and travel, silent, hard 
working, melancholic and trustful. 
Again, an artistic subject based on the souvenirs of the past.

PIECE OF PARADISE is a profound, deep meditation about the se-
crets behind the Dome, Arwa  being the first female ever to photo-
graph inside of the Masjid Al Nawabi Mosque in Medina, the second 

most important Holy Place of the Islamic world after Mecca. 
Unique experience for the woman artist who knew how to observe, feel 
and transfer to us the secrets and the beauty of Faith and Destiny.
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Arwa  Alneami, born in Khamis Mus-
hait, originally from Rijal Alma 

mountains village in the southern part 
of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom, grew 
up in the King Khalid Military Airbase 
where her father was an officer. 
She joined the well known Al Meftaha 
Arts village in Abha  and 2005 she won 
the prestigious Southern Region Arts 
Award under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Khalid Al Feisal.

ART & VISIONS

I must confess, I am absolutely charmed 
by the Saudi heritage. I am always ready 
to discover the new changes of the society, 
being in the same time forever in love with 
the old heritage, the magnificent old stories 
with tends, cardamom, hijab and camels. 
Taif is maybe one of the most beautiful 
places on earth  where the mystic and the 
mystery are going hand in hand welcoming 
the fabulous nature, provoking the jinns with 
the freshness of the mountains and flowers.
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Arwa  Alneami. speaks perfectly 
the artistic language of the Saudi 
ancestry, giving a new, modern 

interpretation to the old stories.
She is not only an artist of avant-garde 
with modern visions, she is a brave wo-
man who knows how to define in her 
artworks the limits between the mystic, 
mystery and reality.

ART & VISIONS

Dear Arwa, do you consider yourself a Saudi artist or international artist ?

I'm international SAUDI artist.

How do you reflect the actual Saudi society in your artworks ?
Through everything. Sensory stimulation, photo, smelling, sound, video, 
and stores of the drawing in my region and my country through the motiva-
tional messages to the recipient that make those who spectator or sense 
the the artworks thinking differently outside the box whether it is historical, 
humanitarian or feminist or human.

Have you been influenced by the western artists or media ?
Of course I am impressed and I am a follower of all the influenced arts and 
not limited to the bright names, but I am a person who has traveled a lot 
and I love to meet all the artists Writers, poets, journalists, singers, cooks, 
and innovators in various fields and all that makes me feel that what they 
do with love is art for me and I cannot reduce the word art to one field. I 
see everything that is made by real with love and beauty is piece of art and 
from all this world and I like to listen and enjoy the conversations and their 
experiences.
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How much important is your 
Saudi heritage and your birth-
place for your artistic develop-
ment?
My stuck legacy It made my ar-
twork read the future. 
I believe it's will be happening 
Greater awareness about the 
theory of equality between the 
sexes, I always seek to recon-
sider the core and not look at 
the outer shell only with all love 
and peace. 
The pillars of life, its stories and 
experience, from here the be-
ginning of the attachment to the 
concept of art is not reduced to 
one thing. 
Art in Asir is in everything in 
atmosphere in air, nature, food, 
clothes, music, dance, agricul-
ture, poetry, homes, architec-
ture and even ethics.

ART & VISIONS

What is your actual project ? Do you have 
an artistic statement ? 
Through everything that stimulates the 
senses, such as photographs and videos 
with feelings that experience in the mo-
ments, the smell that evokes the memory 
to revive the moment, the voice that solidi-
fies in your mind and, the stories of women 
who paint on the walls of homes in Asir my 
region and record them in UNESCO 2015.
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MICHELAnthony

The silent shapes of a deep water
Self defined as citizen of the world, Michel Anthony speaks a very unusual artis-
tic language. Strange , masculine, silent but furious, his sculptures are giving a 
strong perception about the artist's personal experience of life.

Malaysian as origins, influenced 
by the wonderful Italian Art, 
classical music and color-

ful fashion, Michel Anthony transforms 
his own personality in to a multicultural 
source for his ideas, visions and ideals. 
He gives shapes and structures to all 
possible metals, inspired by his own 
youth's memories, his love to Verdi's 
magnificent music, travelling on  imagi-
nary boat from his Malaysian childhood, 
to the fashionable couture of Milanese 
scenes and finally to the awarded Ar-
tists he is today. 
Michel Anthony is for sure a citizen of 
the world , but in the same time, he still 
belongs to the deep, luxuriant Malay-
sian nature with all  the mystical sha-
dows of a deep, silent Sea. 

His sculptures are not only 
mysterious but so much sen-
sorial :  My sculptures dress 
up shapes says the artist. The 
question is - shapes or ghosts 
from another time ?
Monica Mergiu

ART & VISIONS
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What inspires you and what makes you creative ?
Every where in these period of uncertainty I feel it is important to 
reach out over boundries and barriers to communicate message of 
unifiying people from all walks of life, and its through my artwork I 
want to invoke and instil real values through universally recognised 
symbolic images.

How do you describe your sculpture dedicated to Verdi entitled as 
The Power of Love ?
It was proud moment when my sculpture " THE POWER OF MUSIC" 
proposal was accepted for once in a life time chance and to be part of 
the selection for bicentanary celebration of Maestro Giuseppe Verdi 
in Montecatini, Tuscany.
And for such a personality of love, passion and humanity, I felt that 
its appropriate to pay homage by inserting and placing a little golden 
symbol of music, au milieu in the center of a pure white
heart that's not large enough to magnify what he was and what he 
has left behind as a gift to human
spirit.

You , as citizen of the world , where do you feel at home ?
All through my 40 odd yrs of voyages around I never had problem to 
be part of the country that I am at the moment and eventually here in 
cote d'azur I feel at home but I can never replace my
motherland Malaysia. 

ART & VISIONS

Did you have a mentor ?
Yes, I had the the chance to be a personal assistance to Ken Scott in Milan who belie-
ved and encouraged me to carry on in the artfield and to Susan Nevelson in Florence 
in Italy and Sylvia Braverman in Vence France.
How do you describe yourself as Artist ?
I like to be known as an artist who practice and spreads love by artwork!
I love what I do and its hard to be an artist with existing artists from all over the planet, I 
do dare facing challenges and believe that I can still express artistically and contribute 
in my little way something different to wider audience still out there.

 Do you have an artistic statement?
I believe in narrating positive dreams through my artworks
And its hugely rewarding indeed when you see a person walk toward the sculpture 
with that awe and admiration in their eye’s and by touching, it invoked deep and posi-
tive vibration of what I’ve transmitted through my creation and only after caressing it 
and with guilt, they ask if it was okay to touch them. Ha ha haa! even though its strictly 
“ Verboten “ to touch with greasy hands etc... its a pure pleasure when this happens.

Michel ANTHONY was born in Perak, Malaysia. Nicois by adoption, he lives and works 
in Nice.
He started in the art world working for American artist and fashion designer Ken 
Scott in Milan in the 1980s, and the same time also attending Scoula Brera and Scuo-
la Applicata at Castello. Michel decided to pursue his passion by becoming a full-time 
artist and left Milan to settle down in Nice.
To achieve perfect quality, Michel established links with the famous foundry of 'Mas-
simo Del Chiaro' in Pietrasanta, Italy, where famous international artists work like 
Fernando Botero, Giuseppe Penone, Richard Brixel etc.
In his studio in the old town of Nice he continues to create and honor institutional 
and private commissions. 
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AREVALO
Adriana
The spectacular aesthetic Art  for heart and soul

Adriana Arevalo is a well-known Ar-
gentinian  painter with a very refined 
and feminine view over her subjects. 
Her painting's style is realism and she 
loves to give the right artistic expression 
to  different interiors, places, objects or 
portraits.

ART & VISIONS

At the first view, Adriana’s paintings are warm, brilliant, tender, 
especially the portraits in oil on canvas, realistic realized, and the 
different figures, all together are in perfect harmony, speaking 

about the artist’s profound love for details, structures and colours.
Vibrant, expressive and impressive - in this way we can describe Adria-
na Arevalo’ s art - not simple but not complicated, her paintings are gi-
ving us the opportunity to enter in a beautiful , romantic world of colours 
and sensibility. And this is in fact the meaning of art : to spread Beauty 
making us to be part of a story where nature and human are united in a 
plenitude of colours and light.
Adriana Arevalo has exhibited over the years in different countries world-
wide from Argentina to Spain, Italy, France continuing successfully her 
artistic journey with new collections and projects.
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How do you describe your ar-
tistic personality ?
My way of expressing my-
self in painting is through oil 
Realism. In the genres of Still 
Life and Human Figure. 
In a refined, delicate way,a 
contrasting palette and with a 
careful study of light.

What is your artistic message 
?
My artistic message is in the 
valorization of simple and 
everyday things. 
There is beauty in everything, 
if we stop to observe. 
I emphasize the importance 
of studying and improving 
oneself. Discipline, perseve-
rance, dedication are values 
present in my Art work.

ART & VISIONS
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When did you start your Art life and what was your driving force, your 
motivation ?
I was related to Art since my childhood. At the age of five, I began my 
dance studies. 
In 1994, I graduated as an Interior Designer. 
And there Ibegan to approach painting, in the study of Art History, and 
subjects such as technical and freehand drawing.

Do you consider yourself a feminist or a feminine personality ?
Absolutely Feminine.

ART & VISIONS

Do you believe in colours, What is your favorite colour ?
Everything is energy. Everything has its vibration, color 
too. I think
they are all wonderful and necessary, as emotional 
beings that we are.
Color influences our mood. My favorite color at this point 
in my life is Electric Violet.

It is your Art a reflection of your reality or imaginary 
world ?
My Art is the reflection of my life. It is the reality that I 
live, it is the result of my spiritual, mental and physical 
aspect.
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What is the source of your creativity and inspiration ?
I am inspired by beauty and virtuosity. 
The elements created by the hands of man, those that dignify it. 
And pure-hearted humanity,createdby God.

ART & VISIONSMAGAZINE 
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Born in Córdoba, Argentina, on 
May 27, 1962.
From her childhood was related 

to art, studying dances , dedicating her-
self to
teaching.
In 1981 studied philosophy, In 1994 stu-
died interior design, which provides her 
a greater space management.
In 2010 begins to study painting at the 
Art Gallery Cerrito and currently in oil
painting on canvas (realistic style) with 
the painter Juan Manuel Jaimes Roy.

She is still dedicated to perfecting her technique, both in still lifes and in human 
figures, making individuals and collective exhibitions in her country and since June 
2018, in the Madrid-Spain,in December in Padova and Rome- Iyaly. And this year 

begins to exhibit in Barcelona and Chile, Ecuador, México. In the current month of June, 
again in Queen Art Studio in Padova

Adriana
AREVALO

Monica Mergiu 

ART & VISIONS

ZhuYan

AND ELEGANCE 
AN ARTIST LIKE A CHINA PORCELAIN

BEAUTY
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Zhu Yan lives in Nice but everything she is creating is the 
result of her marvelous chinese heritage. 
She looks delicately beautiful like a China porcelain trans-
ferring her finesse to all her artworks. 

Simple but fabulously colorful are her visions expressed in to oil 
paintings, acrylic paintings, watercolors, chinese art  and calligra-
phy. 
Being nicoise since 2001, working as a teacher and full time artist, 
the once  ambitious student who graduated the well known Lou 
Hsun Academy of  Fine Arts from Shenyang, is maybe today more 
chinese than ever. 
Her motto is  BEAUTY AND ELEGANCE. 
In love with the vibrant colours of the French Riviera she is always 
combining the essential characteristics of the ancient Chinese 
fine arts  with the realism, romanticism of her own emotions and 
tenderness. 



ROYAL ARTS MAGAZINE 

Zhu Yan is sensible and lyrical, profoundly 
searching for sublime. She has been awarded 
with numerous international prizes, honored 
by various artistic publication and  2011 she 

received the Silver Medal of the Association of French 
Merit and Dedication. 
Special artist gifted with a huge talent, Zhu Yan is a 
real ambassador of beauty and cultural friendship. 
The feminine touch of her brush or knife gives life and 
vivacity at various subjects like  the woman in her own 
Eden. 
Paradisiac scenes of flames, flowers and passion, bal-
lerina flying to a parallel Universe of beauty, the young 
girl on the beach, all together are  visions and desires 
of a woman artist living between 2 worlds, identities 
and heritages, having the power to embrace the world 
and transform it in to amazing artowrks, both, mo-
dern and classical. From realism to abstract, Zhu Yan 
shows that Art is in fact a special, beautiful language 
with million of interpretations, meanings  and roles. 
Zhu Yan' s  expressive Art, colourful, refined and sen-
sible is a message painted, written , by a hand and 
soul like an  ancient traditional chinese lyrical song :  
passionately feminine, mysterious and magnificent.

Monica Mergiu

ART & VISIONS
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I must confess I am charmed by the chinese history and heritage. Dear artist 
Zhu Yan , how do you describe the chinese art as it is today a very  important 
part of the international art scene ?

Chinese contemporary art is becoming more and more avant-garde. He is an 
indispensable part of contemporary art in the world, but China has never aban-
doned traditional art, and both coexist.

What was your own dream during your studies time in the Lou Hsun Academy 
of Fine Arts in Shenyang?

My simple dream at that time was to become an excellent painter or fashion 
designer. I also studied fashion design.

How did you find your artistic 
hub in Nice and why French 
Riviera ?

I know a couple who lives 
in Nice. I traveled to Nice 
in 2000 and I have fallen in 
love with Nice ever since. 
That year, I also met a lady 
from a gallery and an artist 
friend. So I came to Nice 
study abroad the next year.

ART & VISIONS

 Did you have or do you have a mentor ?

I don’t have a fixed mentor. For me, seeing more works and absorbing many 
aspects of artistic nutrition is the best mentor. It is no longer what we should do 
in this era to find someone to imitate his work. Everyone’s work must have its 
own originality.
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 What is the main lesson learned from your French artistic Journey ?

The biggest impact I have received after coming to France is the change in 
color. 
This is my most profound change. My colors are becoming more and more vivid. 
Secondly, the expression is more arbitrary and subjective, and no longer subject 
to academic restrictions.

How much are you influenced - artistically - by your chinese heritage?

I have studied traditional Chinese painting since I was young, and I have been 
unconsciously influenced by Chinese art in terms of modeling, expression and 
conception.

Your artistic  statement is BEAUTY and ELEGANCE : in French or in Chinese 
style ?

Chinese and Western style

ART & VISIONS
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Zhu Yan, a Chinese artist-painter, graduated from Lu Xün (Lou Hsun) Academy 
of Fine Arts in Shenyang (one of the four most renowned national art schools 
in China). She has been working as an artist and an art teacher in Nice, France 
since 2001.
"Beauty and Elegance" is the vision she especially concerned with expressing 
on her works.
Zhu Yan's works are regularly exhibited in France, Monaco, Italy, China and 
Japan, include oil painting, acrylic painting, watercolor painting, Chinese pain-
ting and calligraphy.
In her early studies she was greatly influenced by the academic style of fine 
artist, but she also involved in the use of bright, cheerful and vibrant colors after 
she moved to French Riviera.

She paints with knife, 
to create various ar-
tworks full of sublime, 
limpid, rhythmic, lively 
and cheerful styles.
For Zhu Yan, it is 
essential to be able 
to express feelings, 
emotion but also spi-
rituality. Her creation 
evolves from realism 
to romanticism to the 
abstract, which has as 
well enriched her the 
view of cultural diffe-
rences between east 
and west.
She has obtained nu-
merous international, 
national and regional 
awards and has been 
oftenly honored on va-
rious artistic publica-
tions.  
She received the Silver 
Medal for her success 
(Association of French 
Merit and Dedication) 
in 2011.

ART & VISIONS

The book Your Dream, 
Zayed written by the 
Emirati author Jassim 

Al Khazraji  presents the 
personality of the legendary 
Founder of United Arab Emi-
rates .
The elegant edition contents 
a large collection of exclu-
sive and precious pictures of 
His Highness Sheikh Zayed 
Al Nahyan and numerous of 
his speeches and poems. 
The book is a literary celebra-
tion with a beautiful message 
of cross cultural cooperation. 
The Emirati writer Jassim Al 
Khazraji is doing his début in 
the literature convinced that 
Art is the perfect language for 
building friendship bridges 
worldwide.

Al Khazraji 
Jassim 

Literary 
Début in Abu 

Dhabi
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NAouni
oureddine

ART & VISIONS

Painted Letters  
searching for new Cosmos

It is not very easy to write about  Professor  Noureddine  Aoun's  perso-
nality but in the same time it is a beautiful challenge for me as admirer 
of Arab calligraphy Art.  
The well-known Tunisian calligrapher and painter, having a long and 

rich activity as Professor and teacher, brings his own artistic style, struc-
tures, visions and mentality in the treasure of the mysterious calligraphic 
Art, developing his own ideals about the two important components : letter 
and colours. 

Modern artist with a deep focus on the integration between calligraphy and pain-
ting, Professor Aoun' artworks offer views and dimensions that are properly artis-
tic - a spectacular unity with perfect sounds and shapes. 

I would call his painting simply 
a perfect symphony. 
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 I am very familiar already to his Art thanks to my gracious encounter with 
his best student, the artist Raouf Meftah who gave me the chance to enter 
and understand the fabulous Arab calligraphy's world  in the terms and  
sense of unique beauty and plenitude of meanings. 

Noureddine Aoun' s paintings are remarkable for connoisseurs or simple 
viewers, as a colourful spectacle, embroidery and arabesques of letters in 
to unimaginable shapes and forms. 

His paintings are territories covered on poems, stories with large windows 
opened to another planet. 

Picasso once said that if he would known there was such a thing as Isla-
mic Calligraphy, he would never have started to paint «I have strived to 
reach the highest levels of artistic mastery, but I found that Islamic Calligra-
phy was there ages before I was» ( Picasso).

ART & VISIONS



ROYAL ARTS MAGAZINE ART & VISIONS

Watching the paintings of Noureddine Aoun I understand not only its 
valuable artistic form but the entire personality of the Tunisian artist as a 
confluence between his visions, goals, aspirations, inspirations and his ho-
meland. 

Tunisia is one of the most spectacular lands worldwide with amazing 
landscapes, oasis, desert and sea, traditional folklore and poetical charm. 

All this images of strange, natural, wild beauty we can discover in the pain-
tings of Noureddine Aoun, artistically expressed by the painter, in words 
and colours, based on his feelings and motivations, as he declares «The 
letter for me, is a unit of composition and construction of the work, the letter 
becomes a symbol, a signal and a signifier».

The collections of 
Noureddine Aoun 
give us the opportu-
nity to evaded in a 
totally different Cos-
mos, lyrical and so 
much emotional but in 
the same time stron-
ger and healthier, an 
environment where 
Beauty is the Master 
and Letters are the 
symbols of perfect 
harmony.
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Professor Aouni you are an artist, teacher and with a very long and rich 
activity mentoring many students - today famous international artists. 
Can you tell me your special moments of your biography?

I am a Tunisian calligraph and lettrist. I obtained my master’s degree in 
Fine Art (graphic design and calligraphy) from the academy of Fine Arts in 
Baghdad in 1983.
I had worked as a professor of Arabic calligraphy at the Higher Institute of 
Fine Arts in Nabeul in Tunisia.
I have done several exhibitions inside Tunisia and abroad and I have re-
cived awards by participating in several cultural events concerning modern 
calligraphy (in Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, ...)

ART & VISIONS

Arab calligraphy is one of the finest forms of Arts : letters, colours, stories at once 
with a very deep meaning. What is your main focus while painting your artworks 
as an artist of modern, contemporary Arab calligraphy?

In my works of modern and contemporary calligraphy, I focus on the inter-
gration between calligraphy and painting (when I paint I calligraphy and 
when I calligraphy I paint) to give calligraphy views and dimensions that are 
properly artistic.
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How do you describe the ,,letter" in art? How much important 
and meaningful is in fact? And what are your own  artistic wishes 
and goals regarding the  calligraphy you are creating?

I say that the letter, this plastic unit, is capable of enriching the 
areas of Fine Art (painting / sculpture, ceramics etc.) only if we 
comprehend the history of Art and aesthetics well.

ART & VISIONS

When I “calligraphy” I liberate of the linguistic text 
and I take care of the plastic one.
Ultimately my goal is to give the work an image 

reading instead of a linguistic text reading it has because the 
letter for me is a unit of composition and construction of the 
work where the letter becomes a symbol, a signal and a signi-
fier.

Monica Mergiu 
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HENRI
Joli

BEING A STAR

ART & VISIONS

After long pe-
riod of time, 
more than 20 

years alongside of 
Jean Paul Gaultier, 
he decided to walk 
alone his own way, 
in majestic style and 
of course with grace 
and elegance.

Henri Joli is 
the Founder 
of Maison de 

Haute Couture, In-
ternational artistic 
consultant, fashion 
expert, public rela-
tions expert in luxury 
events, a very well 
known personality of 
Paris Fashion Week 
and all grand events 
in fashion industry.

Henri Joli is recognized as one of the most important advisors and 
pathfinders  in haute couture, glamorous presentations and expert 
for the Red Carpet celebrations. 

His famous  multi - facetted platform Partners Consulting delivers the «se-
crets» and mystery of the perfect style, elegance and fashionable charm. 
Henri Joli knows how to bring the new generation of young  international 
designers at the niveau of  the real Haute Couture. 
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Meeting Henri Joli, middle of the 
most celebrated designers, 
Fashion shows and  Supermo-

dels, we feel that kind of  fancy feeling 
of  «being a Star». 
Everyone’s dream is to shine bright  
like a star, like a diamond but for that 
we do need for sure the best advisor. 
Here he is, the Master, Consultant and 
Pathfinder Henri Joli  to teach us how 
to wear the crown of our own desire : 
nonchalantly elegant, confident and 
fabulous.

ART & VISIONS

Dear Henri Joli, how do you define the actual Fashion industry ?

Due to the pandemic the fashion industry is not on their best time for 
sure but I think it's not to bad because we need to change the produc-
tion to more sustainable fashion to protect the hearth.

Do you still consider Paris as the most glamorous city of the Fashion 
world ?

Paris will always be forever the most glamorous and elegant City of 
the Fashion world.

What did you learned during so many years working alongside with 
Jean Paul Gaultier?

Jean-Paul is my mentor ! It’s him give to me this strong passion for 
fashion and above all to treat it with humor. he always said we must 
have fun in fashion and that’s what he always did.

What do you describe a perfect Fashion show ?

Perfect Fashion show it is to bring the dream, the fairy tale and the 
happyness to spectators and clients. Make them want to always be the 
most beautiful.
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What exactly means Haute Couture and how do you feel wich designer has 
the potential to creat Haute Couture collections ?

Not all Houses have the Haute Couture appellation because it has to be 
earned. This appellation is protected worldwide by the French Ministry of 
Culture. I will say nothing no discrimination between designers but I can 
say the potential for one couturier it is Jean-Paul Gaultier.

What is your advise for the young 
designers who are searching for 
the glory and fame ?

This is available for any kind of 
jobs ! Forget the glory and fame 
just need to work work work and 
put all your passion into your 
creativity than the glory and fame 
will come on the right time. Don’t 
talk just be in action and do it ! 
Fashion is one of the most diffi-
cult job to do on the right way !

Do you have a special project for the near future ?

Many projects are on the way but one most important it’s to built a plate-
forme around sustainability. I want to bring more value on basic fabric of 
sustainable fashion to be more attractif of what we can find today in the 
market this is why I call our company «Couture Sustainable Fashion». New 
fabric with more lively and shimmering materials.

Monica Mergiu 

ART & VISIONS
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MIGUEL
VELEZ

THE CACTUS ARTIST

ART & VISIONS

How can I describe Miguel Velez ?
He is exactly like his amazing cactus collection. Exotic  and sen-
sitive.

How can I describe his Artworks ? Colorfully decorative and ready to 
spread happiness. Miguel  Velez is the son of a Ecuador. 
That amazing land of coffee, chocolate, endless green nature flavoured 
with the most unbelievable fragrances. The paintings born on Miguel's 
canvas are part of his native land with all the mystery of the dark jungle 
and the friendly faces of his  beloved fellows.
Interesting, vibrant, passionate, Miguel's artworks are a real joy for eyes.
Living between Ecuador and California, the artist's wish is to bring 
people together in to the blooming desert  of his art where family and 
cactus flowers are his love, aspiration and inspiration. 
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 How do you describe your art style?

Miguel Angel Velez defines himself as a self-taught person. There are mo-
ments while he is painting and he is carried away by his experiences and 

personal appreciations, in such a way that his art is the reflection of his emotions 
and internal thoughts.  His art embraces a rich variety of works, which range 
from the most subtle and simple as a landscape to an abstract work full of color.

ART & VISIONS

 Are you influenced by your national heritage?

Of course, I always have had a deep admiration for the people of my 
beloved Ecuador and their heritage. So much so, that I have worked 

with ink that shows farmhouses from the Coast and Highlands with their 
people. As well as two very important and colorful acrylic works that show 
the diversity of the Ecuadorian jungle.
 What is the relation between your artistic visions, paintings and your 
passion for cactus collection?

There is no relationship between two. Like art collecting cactus is my way 
to relax.

How much important is 
the family for an artist?

My family is my eve-
rything. They are my 

inspiration because they 
surround me with an at-
mosphere of happiness 
and unique moments. 
They create a magical 
and special vibe that 
makes me feel alive to be 
able to capture all those 
thoughts and emotions in 
my works.

 Where do you feel more creative and inspired at home in your 
country or in USA?

I think there is no special place for an artist to be inspired. When talent 
is innate you want to capture and transmit it no matter where you are in 

Ecuador or USA. I have lived in both countries, and as I mentioned before, 
I consider myself an emotional artist,  places do not influence in my work.

Monica Mergiu 
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izar
 Al HATTABN

Nizar Al Hattab is the slave 
of his own dreams. 
Unbelievable talented, this 
Syrian  artist brings us, his 

viewers in to a world of poetry, ima-
ginary garden, his own Ede, where 
Roses are blooming generously for 
each one of us. 
His paintings are sensorial but sa-
cred untouchable, the painted cha-
racters are floral, charming, deli-
cate and framed in very complex, 
sensitive stories.

BUT UNBREAKABLE
EMOTIONAL 

ART & VISIONS

Nizar Al Hattab' s artworks show us the history of his homeland Syria, 
with all the  ancient greatness, the amazing landscape and heritage, in 
unique and splendidly expressed images . 
The painter, immensely talented and gifted is emotional and lost in a 

space of ghosts  and spirits. 
He realizes marvelous paintings representing the Syrian antiquity, a world of 
glamour and charm, a territory of monuments and eternal love, he paints with 
love,romanticism and goodness, with dedication to his belief and faith to his land 
and nation.
Nizar Al Hattab is one of the most poetical painters, his paintings being emotional 
poems born in colours, reminding us of the unique poet Nizar Al Qabbani with 
the same passion and desperation.
Nizar Al Hattab' s artworks resplendent and brilliant , give us the message about 
the artist's complex, mysterious  personality : Emotional but Unbreakable. Eternal 
and poetical , timeless , endless and marvelous.
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 Dear artist Nizar Al-Hattab, how do you define your art?
How do I select a technician? I paint in the school style of Expres-
sionism and Surrealism. To express human concern. generally...

ART & VISIONS
Your artwork is very emo-
tional. What is your main 
source of inspiration?
The main source of my 
work is the emotion and 
the human feeling towards 
the mother for her children. 
Mother generally symbo-
lizes the homeland. And 
my country is wounded like 
the rest of some tormented 
countries in the world.
What is your artistic ambi-
tion, your personal wish?
My artistic ambition. It is a 
human aspiration whose 
goal is peace for all the op-
pressed in the world. And 
also the spread of love in 
the Arab world. Note that 
the Arab world, unfortu-
nately. Far from love and 
humanity.

You are very attached to the history of 
your homeland, Syria. What is the most 
important thing in Syria that you would 
like to publish in your paintings?
Yes, I love my country, Syria. Because 
it is the cradle of civilizations. Unfortu-
nately, it is ruined by greed, hatred and 
greed.
I am drawing and I will express the 
concern of the poor and tortured Syrian 
man. And also the tormented Arab and 
international human being, who dreams 
of inner peace ...

Monica Mergiu 
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Dem
est

re
Rémy 

GEOMETRY OF JOY

Looking to survive in certain moments of 
his life, the painter suddenly discovered 
the strange, marvelous energy of colours 

and the freshness of the painted images born 
under his brush.
Remy Demestre was once furious, broken, 
lost and gone with the wind. 
He couldn’t explain anymore his life, his lost 
dreams or his own darkness. 

ART & VISIONS

Until one day when looking 
at Kandinsky's oeuvres he 

understood that life isn't about 
précis facts but more about the 
JOY. 
This unbelievable feeling of 
spiritual and mental freedom 
was the beginning of the ar-
tist's new esprit, courage and 
confidence for a new journey. 
Influenced by Kandinsky's wild 
colours, structures and painted 
architecture, Remy Demestre 
has started to live again. 
He is today a happy artist loo-
king for positive energy, sprea-
ding light, love and hope trough 
his paintings . 
I’m wondering how should I 
describe his Artworks  in just 
three  simple words : GEO-
METRY OF JOY. 

Remy Demestre, Maestro of joyful colours is 
not just an artist but much more important a 
Man in charge of his life and dreams .
Art is life. Art is therapy. Art is a driving motor 
for artists and viewers in the same time. And 
again , Art unites people.
Monica Mergiu
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Du Pond
Katya 
A MEXICAN STORY

Born in Mexico, living in the United States of 
America, Katya Du Pond is that kind of Artist 
influenced more than anything else by her own 

temperament. 

Free, friendly, in love with impressionism, talented and spiritual Katya decla-
red very much confident « I don't need a mentor to express my artistic views 
».

And she is right. I knew who she is in the moment I saw her artwork  entitled, 
« Fragile ». Starting from that image, I understood immediately the symbolic state-
ment of her entire Art. 

ART & VISIONS

Katya Du Pond' s exhibitions like 
the Alliance Francaise Exhibition 
in Dubai are more than anything 

else cultural and social gatherings brin-
ging together women of different natio-
nalities in the same spirit of empower-
ment . 

Her artwork FRAGILE reminds 
us actually that WOMEN are 
always beautiful and of course 

not at all fragile in the common sense but 
stronger than ever.

Katya is  that artist « 
Created to create" - 
her motto and self 

definition. Feminine, brave, 
courageous the beautiful 
Mexican artist is involved 
in numerous humanitarian 
organizations using her art 
to support people in extrem 
situation like victims of the 
human traffiking .

She believes in the colour's 
positive message and she 

believes in her artistic femi-
ninity as the strongest wea-
pon to improve the image of 
women worldwide.
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How do you describe your Art 
style ?
I guess even when you have an 
artistic style everyone works it 
differently. I have to say mine 
is a mix just as my persona-
lity and my taste... I like to be 
eclectic, mixing figurative with 
some impressionism and abs-
tract elements.
What is the source of your crea-
tivity ? Your inspiration?
Imago Dei, “in God’s image” 
the creativity source comes 
from the fact that we are made 
in God’s image, the creator of 
creators! and I use Music, love, 
emotions, movement and sur-
roundings as my inspiration.

You are saying that you are created to create - how do you describe yourself as 
Woman Artist ?
Passionate, fearless, with feminine values and with the full emotional potential that 
comes from being a woman!

Do you consider your Art influential ?
I would love to influence always in a positive way! Do you have a motto ? Create 
with purpose! Artistic Statement ? created to create and touch souls

Do you believe in Colours ?
Definitely, why? They express different things, moods and psychological messages 
therefore promoting different experiences.

Are you influenced by  a certain 
Artist or art school ?
The impressionists.

.Do you have a mentor ?
Not really, need one!!

Monica Mergiu 

ART & VISIONS
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MARION 

PILZ 

ART AS REFLECTION

ART & VISIONS

She is brave enough, courageous enough and strong enough to show 
and recognize her own doubts and maybe weakness, to ask ques-
tions and find new ways of understanding, all at once while she is 

creating ,drawing, painting. 
She considers Art as the best road to Knowledge, the best portal to self 
discovery and new perspectives not only as artist but as woman, human 
too in the same time. 

About her paintings, sometimes colourful, vibrant, other time agitated, 
always very expressive, Marion Pilz says  « Art reflects , confronts 
and amuses. It never floats in a vacuum, but arises in a social and 

cultural environment ». I think is one of the most beautiful statements  said 
by a woman artist and for sure I agree with her.

The meaning of art isn't to isolate, but to bring people together , both 
artist and viewer , yes. Art is about building bridges. 
The artist must be a communicator par excellence, using not words 

or phrases but colors and brilliance to convince people that our soul needs 
intellectual nurture, fresh ideas like fresh water and not at the end, new 
visions to touch new horizons.

Marion Pilz has a very strong artistic identity and if she believes 
that her artwork is still in construction, for sure the result will be a 
strong, perfect arch between cultures, nations , societies, visions 

and  identities based on the two important key words  of her 2018 Award 
as symbol :  Independency and Freedom.              

Marion Pilz, German contemporary artist  declares that she is 
in search of her own artistic identity but something in her Ar-
tworks, oil canvas, acrylic or graphic tells me that actually she 
is very confident about who she really is. 

Nationally multiple awarded, one of the most important award is for sure 
2018  « Cross cultural Art announcement Award category plakat» inde-
pendency and freedom «, at State School of Art in Poland . 
In a world where many of us like to gloriously show that we know eve-
rything and we can everything, 
Marion Pilz create art  to find responses at her questions.
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How do you describe your artistic personality?
My artistic personality consists of a wide range of interests, of imagination 
and beeing always interested in new things and variety. During my work 
I`m getting into questions I would have never been asking about. Through 
that I recover perspectives which would be always concealed. It is a way 
to understand the world and what keeps the world together. This requires 
an open mind to try to understand and process the various experiences, 
impressions and new things. Painting is a way to find my own constructive 
and artistic identity.

Do you consider your Art as modern and what exactly means  «modern 
Art» ?
Contemporary art means, especially visual art, produced by contempora-
ries and perceived as significant by other contemporaries. Modern art is 
subjective, creates new things and contains its own design language. Most 
of all, I always try to present the essence of things. It is contemporary as it 
covers many issues in today's society and current political issues.
Do you have a personal artistic message ? Wich one?
«Art reflects, confronts and amuses. It never floats in a vacuum, but arises 
in a social and cultural environment».

What is the source for your inspiration and creativity?
First and foremost, this means a person's quality of being creative or crea-
tive. Just to have the ability to be creative or creative. I get my inspiration 
often through my closer Environment, as well as through my experiences - 
the conflict between humans and nature, as well as human misconduct as 
well the issues that hold the world together, it is thematized in my pictures.

Do you believe in Colours ?
Each color has a specific effect and thus appeals to a specific emotion. 
Using these associations consciously can evoke a certain emotion and be-
havior in the viewer. The meanings of the colors come from psychological 
effects, biological conditioning and cultural developments. The colours in 
my pictures cover the entire spectrum, signal tones meet diffuse depths. 
My works are characterized by using expressive colors and themes to sup-
ply the statement in the particular work. My works tend to strive agitated 
moments in the eye of the viewer.

ART & VISIONS

What is your personal opinion about the Art market of nowadays and what 
is your driving force to continue your artistic Journey ?
Only a few could afford works of art, not the general public anymore, but 
the art market is growing nonetheless, especially in the internet. At the 
same time, the price reflects at least in part the symbolic meaning that 
some works have on the present. However, the prices obstruct the view of 
what art is actually about and that is a shame and makes it unaffordable 
and unattainable for so many. Art also means communication, expression, 
understanding and the development of new concepts. We need art and 
culture to overcome and deal with crises, just as we must not make art 
inaccessible through f.ex. closed museums. Through art, artists can create, 
discover and communicate something new. That is why art is important for 
society in order to discuss and initiate social change.

Monica Mergiu 
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Roman arch  Bridge of Chenini locally 
called El gous erroumany»  
is located in the village of Chenini 
Gabes inTunisia,

The Chenini oasis is located in the south-east 
of Tunisia, more precisely in the west of the 
governorate of Gabes. It is one of the few 
coastal oases (by the sea) in the world.
Tourists come especially to visit this bridge, 
which crosses the road of the oasis .
It is made of local limestone blocks. , and  It is 
composed of a single arch and parapet, and 
having suffered considerable degradation, it 
was restored in the sixties of the last century.
The bridge wasn’t built to cross a river but to 
cross a road, and water passes over it and 
not under it.
The bridge takes water to farms for irrigation, be-
cause this oasis is the site of intensive agriculture 
of date palms, fruit trees (including the cultivation 
of pomegranate) and vegetable and fodder crops.
This bridge with hundreds and hundreds of roman  
bridges still left standing in all across the world  
are a  witness of the importance of  building tech-
niques of Ancient Rome even today.
Brahim Meftah 

CHENINI
Beautiful 

Roman arch bridge. 

History & Culture

CHENINI  
LEGENDARY 

Here, the family friendly 
environment meets and 
greets the romantic atmos-
phere and the colourful 

traditional Folklore. 
The Governorate of Gabes with the 
amazing Chenini oasis, opens the por-
tals to important ancient heritages like 
the  bridges from  Roman Empire's  
old times. Miraculously preserved, the 
bridges in stone and arch are not only 
historical artifacts but a treasure for 
the present time. Monica Mergiu

Tunisia is 
one of the 
f a v o r i t e 

holiday desti-
nations for the 
German tou-
rists. Especially 
the Bavarians 
love to change 
the forests and 
mountains with 
the blooming 
oasis of Chenini. 
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Jules Chéret Museum of Fine Arts in Nice

Bringing Art to a Wider Audience

Before the World War I, art pieces worldwide may essentially be seen 
and admired in private collections. The city of Nice during the Belle 
Époque was renowned as a stylish winter resort, hosting interna-
tional aristocratic society. Winter visitors used to gather in private 

clubs, collect art masterpieces and organize beautiful artistic events, which 
were obviously accessible to only a privileged few. The situation, howe-
ver, began to change after the World War I, as the general trend towards 
the democratization of culture was rising. Public authorities in Nice, at that 
time, clearly stated their intention to transform the city, seeking to move 
towards the 20th century vision of modernity. This new vision also involved 
the creation of new artistic and cultural institutions which would be open to 
the public, like the Jules Cheret Museum of Fine Arts, which was precisely 
founded at that time.

The Jules Cheret Museum of Fine Arts is housed in a luxury mansion, 
named villa Kotchoubey-Thompson. Back in 1878, the Ukrainian 
Princess -Elisabeth Kotchoubey, acquired the land on the Baumettes 

Hill and began the construction of a villa, but in 1883 she sold it to a wealthy 
American citizen named James Thompson, who finalized the construction. 
For several years, this Genoese Renaissance Style Palace had hosted gla-
morous receptions, musical and theater performances, bringing together 
the high society of the Belle Époque. 

History & Culture
In 1926, the city of Nice authorities decided to buy the mansion, as it 
appeared to be the best place available to house the "Palace of Arts". 
Jean Médecin, the future mayor of Nice, who was at the time the deputy 
mayor in charge of arts and a staunch advocate for the project, had in 
mind three main objectives to achieve : first, to display the municipal art 
collections. Second, he wanted to provide a beautiful setting for the Fine 
Arts society annual exhibitions and finally he wanted to devote a room 
where different scholarly societies could host their conferences. After two 
years of refurbishment works, the Fine Arts Museum was officially inau-
gurated on January 7th, 1928. Gustave-Adolf Mossa, a famous symbolist 
painter, also known as the "illustrator of the Nice Carnival" and the son of 
another famous Nice painter -Alexis Mossa, was appointed as a founding 
curator. He remained as the head of the Museum until his death in 1971 
and bequeathed a lot of his own paintings to the Museum's collection. 

So, what about the collection of the Jules Cheret Fine Arts Museum? 
What are its origins ? First, this collection boasts of having 2000 
masterpieces of the municipal art collection, gathered by the city 
on different occasions and which had never been exposed to the 

public before. This includes a wide range of paintings and art pieces, ran-
ging from the Middle Age to the beginning of the 20th century. In addition, 
it includes the 15th century local religious paintings, the 19th century aca-
demic art like pieces by Alexandre Cabanel, one of the eminent Second 
Empire Artists. Besides, it contains the orientalist style paintings and Côte 
d'Azur landscapes by Felix Ziem and even some modern pieces by Mau-
rice Denis associated with “ Les Nabis” movement etc.
With the help of two influential Philanthropists Maurice Fenaille and the    
Baron Joseph Vitta, the French art authorities has also decided to contribute 
to the young museum by sending several masterpieces from the Louvre 
Collection.  The shipment includes major paintings by Carle and Charles-
Amédée Van Loo, as this famous artistic dynasty of the 18th century origi-
nated from Nice, thus, enabling the Museum to put in place an entire Van 
Loo Hall.
The Museum also has acquired three magnificent tapestries, sent to Nice 
by the Mobilier National (French State Furniture Administration).  Woven 
by the Gobelins Manufactory in 18th century, the tapestries were designed 
according to the drawings on antique and biblical subjects by the Great 
Raphael: “The Athens School”, “The Mount Parnassus”, “The Expulsion of Heliodo-
rus from the Temple”.
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Not only did the city of Nice and the French State contribute to the Mu-
seum collection, but generous philanthropists also contributed to the 

collection of the brand-new Fine Arts Museum. The most important dona-
tion was made by the art collector – the Baron Joseph Vitta. He notably held 
the largest collection by the famous French painter of the Belle Epoque- 
Jules Chéret (1836 - 1932) who retired on the French Riviera at old age. 
The collection is particularly rich as it truly reflects various aspects of Ché-
ret's joyful art. Considered as the father of the modern posters, Jules Ché-
ret also participated in decorating the city hall in Paris and the prefecture 
building in Nice by creating mural frescos. He also painted big size pastel 
pieces like his famous “Colombine or The Fall”. This plentiful Chéret Collec-
tion is completed by another major museum sponsor Maurice Fenaille, who 
donated several of his original art pieces, like the splendid tapestry woven 
by the Gobelins Manufactory according to Chéret's Drawing “Luncheon on 
the Grass” and several pieces of furniture designed by Chéret. 

These two generous donations brought major transformations to the mu-
seum before it was officially opened. Seven rooms were entirely devo-

ted to Jules Chéret’s Collection and the two sponsors personally supervised 
the setting up of the masterpieces they donated. Joseph Vitta and Maurice 
Fenaille personally insisted on changing the official name of the museum 
which would no longer be called "Palace of Arts", but "Jules Chéret Mu-
seum of Fine Arts".  Even though nobody questioned the highest artistic 
quality of Chéret's Collection, several local artists vehemently criticized the 
sudden change of its name, and more importantly, the very purpose of the 
institution. In fact, because of the exhibition space limits, the museum could 
not display to the public the full Chéret’s Collection and was longer able to 
host local artists exhibitions annually by the Nice Society of Fine Arts. It 
was only after Joseph Vitta's death In 1942, that the whole collection of the 
museum was reviewed and several pieces were put in stores, enabling the 
curator to open the exhibition space to various artistic works donated to the 
Museum throughout the 20th century.   
Today's, visitors of the Museum are invited, from the outset, to a fascinating 
journey back in time. The first exhibition room on the ground floor takes the 
visitors back to the 18th century and to the famous Van Loo artistic dynasty. 
In the next room, 19th century magnificent neoclassical paintings are exhi-
bited  such as “Venus and Eros by Charles-Paul Landon (1810), “Anchises 
and Venus” by Paul Guérin (1822) and exotic orientalist works e.g. ”The Rest 
on the Flight into Egypt” by Luc-Olivier Merson (1880), “Egyptian orange seller” 
by Félix-Auguste Clément (1872), “The Calvary” by Etienne Dinet (1891), 
“Spahi” by Léopold Antoine Durangel (1881)… etc. 

History & Culture
In the 20th century, mythology inspired symbolist paintings by Gustave-
Adolf Mossa and his father Alexis Mossa, and so another famous artistic 
dynasty originated from Nice.
The visitor of the Museum will also admire several sculptural works in plas-
ter, marble, metal or a combination of different materials. One of the most 
famous pieces is “The Triumph of Flora” by Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux (plas-
ter). Another sculpture, “Hebe” by Jean Coulon decorates the magnificent 
marble stairs leading to the first floor where the visitor is welcomed by the 
famous work of Rodin “The Kiss” (in plaster).
On the first floor, a wide variety of paintings are exhibited, dating back from 
the 15th to the 20th century. The famous 20th century artist Raoul Dufy is 
particularly well represented with several masterpieces like “The bouquet in 
the studio on Seguier Street” (1909), “Tribute to Claude Debussy” (1952), and “The 
big tree in Sainte-Maxime” (1942). Raoul Dufy’s post-impressionist period was 
characterized by his use of bright, encouraging and colorful works which 
are dominated by an infinite variety of blue. He also painted a lot of women 
portraits, catching his models in their intimate moments like in “The Nude 
with a shell” (1933) or his portrait like the “Portrait of Madame Dufy” (1930).

«The big tree in Sainte-Maxime, 1942, Raoul Dufy, donated by Emilienne Dufy in 1955»
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In the next room, we can find landscapes representing Nice and the French 
Riviera in 19th century, like those by Cyrille Besset are also displayed. It 
was also in the 19th century that the young and talented painter, sculptor 
and writer from Ukraine - Marie Bashkirtseff (Poltava 1858 – Paris 1884) 
spent several winter seasons in Nice. She died very young and left inva-
luable artistic works and a precious written testimony of the Belle Epoque 
joyful lifestyle on the French Riviera in her famous Journal. Her «Self-portrait 
with a Palette» is displayed next to the sculpture «Marie Bashkirtseff» (1914) 
by Michel de Tarnowsky.
An entire room of the museum is still dedicated to Jules Chéret’s rich and 
colorful collection, reminding thousands of visitors coming to the Jules 
Chéret’s Museum of Fine Arts every year, of the glorious days of the Belle 
Epoque on the French Riviera.

«The Luncheon on the Grass, Jules Chéret, 1904, donated by Maurice Fenaille in 1927»

History & Culture

The first floor also contains a large room allocated to religious art from 
the 14th and 15th centuries. The collection includes several altar-
pieces from the churches of the village of Lucéram (located on the 

salt road between Nice, Piedmont and Savoy).
Today the museum annually welcomes thousands of visitors from all over 
the world who intend to admire Orientalism, Realism, Impressionism, Sym-
bolism ...etc. through the collections of Van Loo, Marie Bashkirtseff, Jules 
Chéret, Gustav-Adolf Mossa, Raoul Dufy etc. The museum is in the pro-
cess of restoration and conservation of thousands of works which are the 
subject of loans in France and elsewhere.

Slim Jemai : Holds a Ph.d in 
Cultural History from the Uni-
versity of Nice Côte d'Azur. In 
2013, won the best History Re-

search Project Award delivered by the 
Alpes-Maritime General Council. Is 
an officially licensed guide-lecture in 
France specialised in History of Arts, 
Contemporary History and Ethnolo-
gy. He was recently a lecturer at Uni-
versity of Tunis, specialized in History 
of Arts and Contemporary History.
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GUMPRICH
Barbara

MUNICH   BALLERINA

For a very long time I wasn't a fan of social media. Until I have started 
to discover beautiful people with visions, concepts and ideas. One 
of them is the marvelous artist famously known as Munich Ballerina. 
She is today for sure one of the most beautiful images of Munich, 

capital of Bavaria, posing romantically in the most representative locations 
of this amazing city of culture, arts and history.

ART & VISIONS

Barbara Gumprich  isn't just a social media product veiled in a fancy at-
mosphere. She studied since childhood classical ballet, modern dance, 
jazz dance and fashion . She has a beautiful career not only in ballet 

and dance but in fashion and modelling too, being part of famous theaters in 
different cities of Germany like Berlin, Frankfurt and Stuttgart. Very busy and 
active she has a hobby too !
Barbara Gumprich lives in Munich now, transforming herself everyday in a 
different personage. We can discover Barbara as Munich Ballerina in the his-
torical palaces, blooming  gardens, in front of the  baroque architectural jewels, 
castles, parks, boulevards or in the most modern locations of our city around 
BMW Museum and Olympia Park .

Wearing her soft  ballet Tutu or co-
lorful, fancy clothes, Barbara be-

came already a recognized visit card 
for Munich, emblematic figure with 
class, elegance and amazing femini-
nity : Munich Ballerina is a real brand!
Munich is worldwide known as one of 
the most beautiful holiday destinations 
in the world with millions of visitors 
yearly. Green nature, brilliant archi-
tecture, amazing forests and lakes. 
Bavaria is a Fairy tale surrounded by 
castles, history and rich cultural heri-
tage. For sure, middle of this modern 
story of Beauty and Art  there is a place 
especially created for the young Muni-
ch Ballerina as a symbol of continuity 
in time and space.

Art is  a special language and culture 
unites people. I admire  and i wel-

come Barbara Gumprich idea to spread 
even more charisma, flair and charm to 
the  glorious city of Ludwig II, the ultimate 
eccentric, emotional, unique King of Arts.
Barbara Gumprich or Munich  Ballerina 
sparkling as a beautiful postcard is a real 
gift for social media. In a world with so 
many artificial trends, here she is to show 
us that cultural pictures  still exists to 
change ideals, values and visions of life. 
Monica Mergiu 
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CHEPAK
Elena

Soul in the Mirror

Photography is maybe the most sensible art form. 
When it comes to describe Elena Chepak I will use 
3 words : emotional, sensitive, talented. Looking at 
her photography collections, especially the images 
with wild horses or racing horses, I can easily feel 

the artist's need for freedom. Born in Bielorussia, relocated in 
United Arab Emirates, Elena Chepak' artworks are dedicated to 
humans, horses and nature. Profoundly sensible, experiencing 
art as a beautiful, complex concept of unity, spirituality, freedom 
of expression.

ART & VISIONS

The photography created by 
Elena is not about light and 
shadows. Her art is all about 
emotions creating bridges 

between two nations, her native 
land and her country of adoption.
The wild expressivity, the subjects, 
the entire artistic atmosphere of her 
photographic collection is in fact a 
celebration. The artist celebrates 
the colours of her own soul mirrored 
innocently, brilliantly in marvelous 
artworks.
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 You are living between 2 cultures (European and Emirati). How do you reflect this 
mélange in your artwork, your photography?

I am glad to hear this question. Intercultural Communication was the subject I studied at 
my University. And I thought I am pretty aware of what communication and intercultural 
communication is. But there is always a place for surprise. University gave a great theo-
retical knowledge, but life is giving us valuable practical lessons so that we are constantly 
learning and coming across situations we have never met before. That is the beauty of life 
and inspiration for creative people like me. Even though I can be considered as an “expe-
rienced immigrant”:  I got the chance to live/work in South Africa, In Russia, travelled to 
many countries but moving to Middle East still wasn’t an easy task for me. There is one 
thing when you travel to a country for holidays and it is completely different if you live 
and work there. It is a road full of challenges that requires from you to be flexible and 
open to new things. It took me a around a year to adapt and start seeing things from a 
comfortable perspective. Cultural shock that is something that always comes to people 
no matter how experienced they are. Throughout that year of establishment, I learnt a 
lot, met many people with different cultural, religious backgrounds. And I was glad to 
see that in any culture, in any country, in any religion core values are same. This is what 
unites people. I am glad to see that Emirati culture has core values which are similar to 
my culture as well: attitude towards family, respect towards women, strong traditions 
and care for their unique culture.

ART & VISIONS

Since I started my new career as a photographer in UAE ( at first I was orga-
nizing projects for clients gathering different professionals in teams, then I 
noticed that clients started asking me in particular  to become their photo-

grapher, so another shift happened and I started studying photography and pho-
tographing myself.) Photography is a great tool for communication, I believe it is 
one of the common languages that unites a lot of people. It can be a great psycho-
logical tool as well.  I am a portrait photographer and one of my tasks during the 
shoot is to make the person to feel comfortable in order to get emotions that are 
sincere and not well played. And the best way to do it is through conversation. I 
photograph normal people, not models and you cannot imagine how many deep 
stories start from a sentence “well, you know… I am not photogenic”. The per-
ception of beauty changed due to fashion, trends and cultures influence. A lot 
of people feel shy to accept themselves as beautiful because they think that stan-
dards of beauty are different.  My task as a photographer to show them that their 
thinking was stereotypical and wrong and show them their best. It is obviously an 
honor to see them using my portraits for years it is just proves my point.
I believe a mélange of cultures happening inside of me and then it reflects in the 
way how I change. My personality, my approach to people, allowing to see other 
side of the medal. I start seeing things which were not open to me before. Let say 
how to photograph people at events correctly, which signs they give you if they 
don’t want to be photographed (it’s not always direct and obvious), how to photo-
graph details so it doesn’t  look ridiculous and doesn’t make people laugh or feel 
uncomfortable.

Sometimes I even feel myself as a tree hanging with its roots in the sky. With 
all the new experience I gained in other countries I feel sometimes that I no 

longer fit in my home environment as I used to. On one hand you are gaining 
something on the other - loosing, like in my case becoming more  cosmopolitan 
person. 
Photography has its own way of communication and delivering a message. 
A message that can be clear for many people from different backgrounds.
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What is your favorite artistic subject to capture and present in your pho-
tos and why?
I am still considered a young professional in the field of photography. 
But for the past 3 years I managed to try myself in many directions as 
well as I started studying cinematography on my own. In 2019 I even 
tried myself as a Film Director I managed to gather a team of enthusiasts 
to participate at  the Film Festival. We even won in the Concept category.
After trying out many things I decided that Women Portraits and Eques-
trian Portraits are my favorite subjects. There are projects that support 
my living and allow me to earn money and others are purely for my 
soul. I am in love with horses from a very young age. I don’t remem-
ber how it happened, but it’s one of those stories when you just see and 
understand that its yours.  I can’t say I was lucky to spend my childhood 
with horses and my family was never connected to the equestrian world. 
There was always a distance or a barrier between me and horses. Horse 
photography inspires me and allows my soul to rest as well as giving me 
the opportunity to be closer to these animals. Being next to them is like 
having energy reload, getting the energy that I lost on other activities. No 
wonder horses considered as magic creatures in many cultures.  Surely, 
I would love to continue my photographic journey connected to horses. 
Hopefully will get a chance to share my work at my personal exhibition 
in the near future. But meanwhile I am gathering material for that.

ART & VISIONS
Which artist was influential for 
your artistic visions? Do you have 
a personal artistic statement?
Influential…Well, I guess I can 
mention the ones who inspired 
me but I cannot name the one 
who influenced me. Peter Lind-
bergh made me fall in love for 
Black and White photography, 
Annie Leibovitz inspired me by 
her way of telling a story, Jonna 
Jinton from Sweden inspired me 
with her love to the nature and  
to the place called home, Salva-
dor Dali showed me power of 
imagination.
 I believe I am still on my way 
in finding myself in the world 
of Art. I just started my journey 
and I simply apply my own va-
lues and criteria of what I consi-
der beautiful.
 At the same time, I believe we 
started getting overwhelmed 
with “fake” in our lives: fake 
people, fake news, fake lives, fake 
popularity, fake emotions, fake 
communication.

And it leads to 
empty feeling 
inside, you sub-

consciously feel there 
is something wrong 
but the world tells you 
“NO THAT’S TRENDY, 
THAT’S THE RIGHT 
THING TO DO”. 
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I long more for “real and true”. When it comes to 
women portraits I don’t overuse Photoshop, make 
up etc, it’s important to show the person from in-
side, with no fake smiles even if I have to spend 
more time in order to get right emotion, in this 
case photo will keep the warmth of their emotions 
and won’t be  shameful to show this photo even in 
10 years time. Back to nature, back to what is cal-
led being real that is what attracts me.

ART & VISIONS
 How do you reflect the reality the nowadays social, cultural transformations and 
movements in your photography?
I believe time of my personal reflection has not come yet. Considering the density of 
events happening it will take some time to reflect. Things are changing, nothing stays 
on its place as it used to be. Have a look at how photography evolved throughout times 
and where it is now. During Era of Instagram and smartphones photography became 
more affordable for everybody but still not everybody considered as a photographer. 
The perception of photography is changing, professional photographers have to adjust 
to the new reality too. Although it can be a nightmare for classic photographers to see 
Instagram and its filters but we cannot deny that its affecting us and not just in a bad way. 
For example, with Instagram we discover talented people who couldn’t even think of op-
portunity of being noticed; we get to see other nations from different continents on the 
pictures in one app. This type of progress definitely moved borders and made distance 
among people less allowing us to learn from each other and get to know each other more. 
With the development of digital world and Virtual Reality we are able to combine classics 
and futuristic. Nowadays you can see paintings of famous artist done in 3d allowing it 
viewer to see all the details. “Digital travelling” and seeing things online gave opportu-
nities for the ones who might not afford doing it. Imagine how cool it would be to have 
a digital tour to the place where you have spent your young years and see everything the 
way it used to be. I believe visual arts can turn into a completely new way and start ser-
ving new purposes. Lets see where this journey brings us!

Monica Mergiu 
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Valérie
CHENO

The Fantasy World of 

ART & VISIONS

She is a dreamer in her own journey to self definition.
Going trough her own emotional space, looking to understand her own 
feelings, the artist is practically sculpturing her own identity, leaving behind 
the reality of the daily life, to enter in to a world of fantasy .  
Here she is, the marvelous Valerie Cheno , another type of artist, very spe-
cial, very spectacular, emotional, feminine, living on the border between 
dreams and facts .
Poetical and strong, her Artworks are Majestic .
Monica Mergiu
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How do you define 
your Art style ?

My art is about creating 
a new imaginary and 
poetic world of sculp-
tures with wings. Most 
of my sculptures are 
in iron, using several 
techniques, often close 
to silver work, metallic 
fusion and arc wel-
ding. I discovered and 
improved my unusual 
technique due to the 
mistakes I made over 
the years. 

What is your own artistic Statement ?
Working with iron gives us infinite possibi-
lities. Everything can be reused and turned 
into something new. A struggle can be easily 
overcome by facing one problem after the 
other. With the iron, we can do anything and 
create our own material. 
What is the driving force , the inspirational 
source for your Art ?
I am inspired by the love and light in my life. 

Life is very fragile. In my sculptures, I try to 
represent this weak balance by showcasing 
the breaking point. 
Have you been influenced by a certain Artist 
?
Cesar said : « With the arc welding, it is 
simple, I can weld a needle on an anvil ! 
That’s it ! I did not invent anything, it is a 
language of the material. »

ART & VISIONS
How do you describe yourself as a woman 
Artist ?

Being a woman artist requires being smart. I 
use strategies to overcome the difficulties.My 
sculptures are heavy but are created with great 
delicacy. They often include lace and work with 
shadows revealing another part of the sculp-
ture itself. 

Every piece is thought through, designed and structures.
All pieces can be kept outside or inside at conveniance because of their great
resistance.
Cheno has been exposing her art for over two decades, in the French Riviera
(Nice, Monaco, St Paul de Vence, Villefranche sur mer) and internationally
(Japan, Italy, Liechtenstein, Switzerland ...) through personal exhibits mainly
and some collective exhibits.
She is a member of the AIAP UNESCO for 10 years and exposes in the Gallery
Casa Amor Design in Saint Paul de Vence. Cheno also created two magnificent
gardens filled with her sculptures, closed to her workshop.

Cheno is working with steel and 
creates her own material to create 
a singular language.
She invented an imaginary world, 
poetic and humorous.
Her pieces are of all sizes : mo-
numental (over 3 meters), tiny 
(jewelry), steel paintings, bas-re-
liefs, triptychs, religious art, furni-
ture ...
Cheno creates everything on her 
own in her workshop, using several 
techniques with iron, often close to 
silver work and arc welding.
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OLIVA
Lucia 

THE ITALIAN IN OMAN

Lucia Oliva is a Italian contem-
porary artist and perfomer 
based in Oman, Muscat, buil-
ding together with her spouse 

a beautiful communication bridge 
between Oman and Italy. Her studio 
blooms in a marvelous artistic  mé-
lange like a Oriental fragrance with 
both ingredients of Italian charm and 
Omani traditional scents.

ART & VISIONS

Lucia Oliva is that kind of artist who knows how to conquest everyone's 
hearts and souls with breathtaking artistic concepts transformed in pain-
tings, sculptures and surprisingly dance performances, spectacular cultu-
ral events, colourful and unique, speaking about the complex personality 
of this fabulous woman artist, in love with the Omani cultural treasure in 
the same way how she is cherishing her precious and so much rich Italian 
heritage.



ROYAL ARTS 

Lucia Oliva, internationally awarded artist, 
is already famous in the Gulf countries, her 
collections and exhibitions being largely pre-
sented in the international media, as cham-

pion of cross cultural cooperation and interactive 
artist between nations and heritages.
Lucia Oliva is the favorite painter of many Arab 
Royals, her unique  artworks of Royal portraits being 
part of the most important galleries and private col-
lections in Oman, Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Bahrain. 
One of the most beautiful reportages about Lucia's 
exhibitions was presented by the most important pu-
blication of Bahrain , Mayadeen magazine founded 
by His Royal Highness Sheikh Nasser Bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa , son of His Majesty King Hamad of Bahrain.
The most important coming event represents a huge 
challenge for Lucia .The celebration of 50 Years Sul-
tanate Oman is the perfect occasion for the artist to 
offer to the large audience the most important of her 
artworks, the Royal portrait of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham Bin Tariq Al Said of Oman.

ART & VISIONS

I am writing about Lucia Oliva with the 
feeling of « sisterhood »  in the spirit of 
cross cultural dialog and artistic coope-
ration. I consider Art the basis for intel-
lectual encounters , friendship and res-
pect. We deserve to live in a beautiful 
world and artists are indeed beautiful 
souls serving for cultural unity, embra-
cing heritages, traditions and religions in 
the name of Love and Peace.
If  Lucia Oliva is recognized as artist of 
Royal and VIP personalities, I can open-
ly declare that her cultural engagement  
over the years is dedicated to all people 
ready to understand the important role of 
Art as cultural identity and durability, and 
not at the end , as common language for 
all of us in every corner of the world.

MAGAZINE 
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Dear Lucia, you share your life between Italy and Oman - how do you keep 
your roots  and origins in a very different environment - Omani culture, tra-
dition and customs ?
I deeply love the Arab world and live my «being Italian» in Oman as a trium-
phant opportunity to enrich my soul with enchanting new influences, that 
allow me to lift my gaze to different and higher horizons and develop my 
artistic training and background strongly rooted in the cradle of Italian and 
western art.
I am fully and intrinsically Italian yet at the same time in love with the fas-
cinating Arabian Culture, history, traditions and environment... and Omani 
ones in particular. I am Italian not because I hold an Italian passport: it is a 
state of the soul that can not be lost because I live abroad.
I am Italian because of the immense artistic heritage of my country, be-
cause of the musicality and richness of the language and its literature, of 
which I am a profound lover and scholar. I’m Italian because I’m proud of 
the valuable contribute Italians gave and are still giving now to increase the 
beauty of this world. 
I’m Italian... because I’m so.
At the same time, though purely Italian, I have always had a curious and 
lively interest for other countries’ cultures.

ART & VISIONS
How do you describe Italy for the 
Omani friends and how do you des-
cribe Oman to your Italian family and 
friends ?
I can’t help describing Italy to my 
Omani friends as a treasure chest 
full of infinite beauty, under all points 
of view, whether it is history, nature, 
culture, art... not to say of its world-
wide famous cuisine, fashion and 
hundreds of other aspects. It is not 
the case to be falsely humble in des-
cribing the valueless treasure that 
Italy represents for the whole world. 
To my Omani friends Italy is like a 
myth and they ask me to talk about it: 
many of them have already visited it 
for business or leisure. 
To my Italian friends and relatives I 
describe Oman as a fairytale country 
that reminds One Thousand and One 
Nights’ atmospheres: astonishing 
and exotic panoramas, intense and 
unique scents... starting from the pre-
cious incense which here has a very 
old tradition and of which Oman is the 
largest producer... not to forget of the 
lush green of the south of the country. 
But above all I tell them of the sin-
cere hospitality and friendship typical 
of the Omani people, which has a lot 
in common with the Italian mood and 
character.
Thus Italy and Oman are two loves 
that live in perfect harmony inside 
me, enriching my personal artistic 
sensitivity with a deep inclination to 
intercultural dialogue.
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How do you define your artworks: Italian, Omani or a mélange of the 2 
cultures?
You got the core of my art, in all its expressions. The answer is in one word: 
«fusion» (contamination artistique). 
My education, obviously bound to Italian and western culture, history and 
art, from the classical era to the contemporary one, was enriched by getting 
in close contact with the Arab world and its various aspects, which allowed 
me to discover the deep charme of Islamic art, Arabian architecture and 
new perspectives and visions: the silence, a different idea of time, the fas-
cinating persistent deep value of respect and manners together with the 
traditional colorful female dresses and veils still alive in villages... Getting in 
touch with this reality, the power of colour and the love for light (which have 
always characterised my style) turned enriched by the suggestions of gold 
and metal effects in many different ways.

ART & VISIONS
Why Oman as second home ?
I would say that the answer is a natural consequence of how I describe 
Oman to my Italian friends, but I can add what follows.
I deeply love the Arab world in general. Travelling and working in different 
countries, all across the Middle East, the choice to live fell on Oman. First 
of all, let’s say for a sort of ineffable... magnetic attraction. Coming then to 
more down-to-earth aspects, me and my husband are every day touched 
by the endless fascinating un-spoilt beauty of the landscapes, the sincere 
hospitality of Omani people and the relaxed atmosphere it is possible to 
breath here. Moreover, I appreciate a lot the way how people are tied to 
their traditions and proud of them and the country is a special place for a 
quite and family oriented life.
The choice of a well preserved natural environment was inevitable for a 
place to live in and to «feed» my artistic inspiration, that constantly refers to 
the eternal beauty of nature.
In Italy me and my husband Luca (both form Genoa, «The Superba», capi-
tal of the beautiful Ligurian Riviera) chose to live in the remote wildlife sanc-
tuary and UNESCO Heritage paradise of Alicudi, a completely tiny pedes-
trian island, off the coasts of Sicily, chosen by many intellectuals, writers 
and international artists as a retreat: a place of the soul to get unique inspi-
ration: here time seems to have stopped and life has a different meaning, 
more focused on the essential values of life (here is a short video about my 
home and art studio on the island
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_mnKW4Joh8&t=129s).
In Oman we found our paradise in a traditional fishermen village just 10 
mns from the capital Muscat and its fashinating cultural and artistic life: it’s 
name is Qantab and reminds me of «our Alicudi island» in Italy.
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Have you been ever influenced by other artists ?
Being a self-taught artist I might ironically define myself as an «anarchist 
of art». In fact, my creations are sculpture, painting and often installation 
at a time: I’m always instinctively inspired to give life to surprising subjects 
and scenes that can rarely fit in pre-determined categories, as many art 
curators and critics says. My works are fruit of my inspiration, not bound to 
formal schemes or rules. I like to experiment and enjoy new challenges. 
That said, if I can allow myself to mention some immortal masters of the 
past I always bring in my heart Michelangelo and Caravaggio as symbols 
of perfection in transmitting the power of expression, by representing the 
scene at the apex of its action and, as far as the second is concerned, 
above all focusing on involving close-ups. Getting nearer to us, unconscious 
North Stars that guide my inspiration are Gaudì for his dreaming sculptural 
expression, Klimt for the powerful golden brightness of his masterpieces 
and Chagall, for his fairytale atmospheres exalted by a perfect marriage of 
soft and bright colours... just to name a few. Living in contact with the mas-
terpieces of the past and getting inspiration from them is like walking on a 
bridge that opens an enchanting art communion of souls.
And last another fundamental contribution to my artistic growth and research 
are personal relationships with many contemporary artists in all fields, born 
and grown during international artistic symposiums.

ART & VISIONS
How much important is your family, 
your spouse Luca in your artistic jour-
ney ?
My family of origin was the fertile 
ground where my passion for art 
grew. During my childhood I used 
to breath arts under all forms, from 
Opera to figurative arts. «I grew up 
between music and art» as a journa-
list recently titled an article about me.
Throughout the last two decades and 
more, the milestone of my art path 
was and still is my beloved husband 
Luca, wonderful mate in art and life. 
We met at university and then walked 
together for a while in our official pro-
fessions: him as a lawyer and I as a 
researcher and teacher of criminal 
law. It would take too much to explain 
why and how many years ago we sur-
prised our friends and families lea-
ving our promising brilliant careers in 
the world of law to follow our art pas-
sions: from theatre, to music, to figu-
rative arts. 
We share everything together, 
whether it is the organisation of our 
historically set events or my figura-
tive art exhibitions. He is  the first wit-
ness of my new works and precious 
advisor also during the «work in pro-
gress». He is also great in promoting 
my art and taking care of all the prac-
tical aspects related to the career of 
an artist.
In a few words, I might say that not 
only our infinite love binds us together 
but also a perfect harmony in the pro-
fessional life.
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Do you have a personal artistic statement ?
I might sound a bit naive, anachronistic or old-fashioned but to me art is 
Beauty with a capital B, as an absolute and eternal value. Through art I 
try to transmit my approach to life, which tends to see the positive side in 
each situation and be aware to thank for every happy moment, without ever 
giving anything for granted. It is something that comes from my instinct but 
also from my past experiences: trying to get over difficult moments each 
one of us sooner or later faces, moving forward to see behind the obstacle 
a glimpse of beauty and thus of joy, something to give us the strength to 
keep on in spite of everything.
I do not want to speak about philosophy or moral, but more simply this is 
the message I instinctively want to share through figurative arts: a joyful 
hymn to the value of Beauty, which to me is expressed through the power 
of light, of colours, of movement and plastic shapes. This is based on my 
immense love for Nature as the maximum example of perfection, mighty 
and eternal power: the Universe, in which we are quick passing guests and 
that we need to respect and protect.
From this comes the search for a lifestyle as much as possible oriented to 
values of soberness, giving importance to precious and valuable things. 
Consumerism is a danger for nature and ourselves, because it fulfills the 
soul and the life with false wishes that will never be satisfied, making us 
lose the way to the essential. 
Beauty gives objects an ideal value of eternity, which is the opposite of 
the    «throwaway» message. This ideal is the milestone of art in all its ex-
pressions, whether it is figurative arts, fashion, design... as well as theatre, 
opera, music. An artwork, like a symphony, will be beautiful for ever.  

What is your next project , your artistic dream as a woman artist and per-
former? 
My inspiration always swarms with new ideas on many subjects. Should I 
find a common concept that binds them together, I might say it is the fasci-
nating exploration of new media and spectacular effects. And it’s the same 
also talking about my activity as a performer, choreographer and set desi-
gner.
Getting to the core of your question, I might say that my dream is to work 
on something really huge for a prestigious palace or stately home, in order 
to express in figurative art too my love for scenes and scenic effects and 
embody in it the client’s wishes and expectations. In the past, big artworks 
are the ones that gave me the best fulfillments.

ART & VISIONS

In my drawer there is more than one new plan 
about events that involve art and theatre at a 
time, inspired to our previous experiences and 
looking ahead...
Another project we also have in store, which 
we had to postpone due to the current pande-
mic, is art residency programs for young ta-
lents on «our» paradise Island of Alicudi in the 
south of Italy. A place where living and crea-
ting art, meeting many valuable international 
artists and intellectuals in different fields, lear-
ning and breathing a perfect and sustainable 
life style, far from external «noise» and in or-
der to fully develop one’s creativity. Being in 
close contact with the primordial and un-spoilt 
beauty of Nature, creative inspiration runs fas-
ter and faster.
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You are a painter , visual artist , dancer and musician ? Which one is more 
important in your cultural journey ?
I need to use again the word «fusion». I can not separate the different artis-
tic souls that form my personality. When I paint, it is as if I were dancing 
or building a theatrical plot. When I dance, it is as if I were creating visual 
artworks. When I project theatrical choreographies, I conceive them as a 
series of artworks or sculptures one after the other according to the plot. 
All my artworks are moved by a powerful idea of movement and scenic 
expression, trying to stop time and capture that moment, that melody, that 
feeling... 
My experience in the world of theatre and events brought me to create my 
personal concept of installations with mirrors including sculptural paintings, 
to offer the viewer optical effects aiming to show the artwork’s soul: body 
and soul, tangible and ethereal parts of a same entity.
Through time I was invited to reflect about the eclectic aspect of my art, 
trying to understand its roots. By putting together remarks and apprecia-
tions I got from critics and collectors I might sum up the whole answer by 
saying that my sculptural and 3D artworks, that blend painting, sculpture 
and often installations, have their roots in my love for dance, movement 
and body expression, together with the pathos of the scenic effect of sur-
prise that is typical of theatre. Actually there is not a prevalence of one over 
the other.

Monica Mergiu 

ART & VISIONS



ROYAL ARTS MAGAZINE 

Petrovic
 Nenad  

TABLES AS SACRED SPACES
I must confess I'm overwhelmed by the fantasy art of the Serbian artist 
Nenad Petrovic. From Belgrad to Moscow, Paris, Nice, Saudi Arabia or 
Rome, his manufactured embroidery of woods and metals in unusual 
arabesques, are admired and presented as pieces of both classical and 
modern art, strange and fabulous symbol of his continuing travel to all 
corners of the world. 
Serbia is a country of numerous and very diverse ethnicity, gifted with 
profound talent in many fields and spirituality is one of the most important 
sources of the Serbian artistic creativity.

ART & VISIONS

Nenad Petrovic' s Art  is 
a successful mélange 
between traditional 

and modern art , his ama-
zing tables collection being 
worldwide celebrated as a 
new formula, interpretation 
and concept for a living style.
The long, rich artistic expe-
rience of Nenad Petrovic is 
a cumulative work and travel 
visionary program. 
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Free spirited and courageous, the Serbian artist became famous 
after his cooperation with the huge brand  House of  Lalique, Muni-
cipality of Paris and numerous projects  with the Chateaux of the 
Loire Valley. 

He is the Superstar designer of numerous  luxury tables for high class 
society in Monte Carlo, Russia, Saudi Arabia or USA. His unique pieces of 
tables are in the residence of an ex President of Russia, in Royal palaces 
of  Saudi Kingdom, movie Stars's  yachts, luxury cruises ships and 5 Stars 
hotels around the world.
We can immediately recognize the masterpieces designed by the visio-
nary artist Nenad Petrovic, his tables being described and  realized as 
sacred spaces. 
Each table tells a story, embroidery of happenings, feelings, gatherings, 
emotions, stories about family, community, life and unspoken dreams.

ART & VISIONS

Nenad Petrovic is a 
dreamer of old times 
with the creativity of a 
modern mind. 

His visions, his concept and 
his designs are futuristic and 
in the same time emotional. 
His tables speak about le-
gends and about a fantasy 
world.
Nenad Petrovic knows perfect-
ly that  tables are the heart of 
every home , soul of  the soul, 
simple or opulent, decorated 
or not, they have the silent 
power to bring people together 
in the same story, for a single 
moment or for a lifetime.
 Monica Mergiu
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MOHAMED

NEFFATI

MY ART IS ME  

ART & VISIONS

Lyon is a mixed cultural 
city with various and nu-
merous influences. And 

what a charming place !
Mohammed Neffati is both,  
French and Tunisian at once 
but more than anything else 
he is a Lyon's child.
Asking him about how would 
he discovered his talent for 
painting he replayed imme-
diately : Painting is in me. My 
Art is actually ME.
And yes, seeing his canvas 
with that Tornado furious 
colours, we are middle of his 
own artistic world, beautifully 
crazy, speedy, nonchalantly 
French and so much char-
ming in the flourished Tuni-
sian style.
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I love Neffati ‘s Artworks for the sty-
lish vivacity and brilliance. Paintings 
with a very personal touch giving 
voice to a modern vision about art 
and colours.
Tunisian are very proud people. 
French are very much gifted with the 
savoir faire et savoir vivre. Middle of 
this amazing mélange of cultures 
and customs, here came to life the 
fabulous art’s world  of Mohamed 
Neffati, starting a long journey of 
self definition and self discovery, 
traveling to the Emirati desert, Ras 
Al Khaimah, passionately passing 
the European countries ready to 
capture the natural treasure of dif-
ferent heritages, societies, folklores 
and traditions.
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Mohamed Neffati is a contemporary ar-
tist, his creations are definitely modern 
remind us about the speedy, accelera-

ted new waves of the 21.st. Century. 
The artist has established his own Art Society, 
Neffati Society in Lyon, with the target not only 
to promote his own art but as first  and most 
important to express his own artistic attitude 
towards the cultural and social life style and 
the cross cultural cooperation and exchange of 
ideas, visions and influences.
Mohamed Neffati is a well-known artist with a 
very large palette of subjects, starting with the 
re- transformation of famous classical artworks, 
continuing with very impressive portraits of ac-
tual personalities of our world.

Between his ar-
tworks we can ad-
mire a marvelous 

portrait of  the late Karl  
Lagerfeld the absolute 
King of Fashion and  one 
of the most interesting, 
unusual and challen-
ging portrait represen-
ting the Ruler of Ras Al 
Khaimah, Sheikh Saud 
Bin Saqr Al Qassimi.
Mohamed Neffati 's Art 
bring Lyon to the world 
and the world to Lyon. 
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I’m not exaggerating. Art is today more than ever the only and most impor-
tant  common bridge between people, and thanks to the performances of 
online and internet communications we can discover new artists, new cultu-
ral language to bring us together regardless nationality, religion or geogra-
phical locations.
Mohamed Neffati  declares : My Art is Me. Yes, and a little piece of his 
beautiful creations is for sure in our eyes and souls too. At the end, culture 
will always unite people.
Monica Mergiu
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DENISE
 EXTRA

YORK NEW, 
YORK 

NEW 

AMERICAN  SPIRIT  WITH  EXTRA  DENISE

ART & VISIONS

Under the famous  
Bridge of Brooklin, the 
emblematic location of 
New York, here she is, 

joyfully sparkling, the very young 
and charming Ballerina wearing 
her burgundy Tutu, transforming 
the american Autumn into endless 
Springtime with the freshness 
of her elegant dance and sporty 
movements. Graciously delicate 
but gifted with a perfectly trained 
body, she isn't at all just a pretty 
little thing but a real newcomer 
DIVA in a splendid shape, result of 
the hardworking program with a 
large portion of ambition and huge 
love for Art.
Well-known as EXTRA DENISE, 
the multiple awarded american 
dancer Denise Mergiu is a happy  
teeny born in New York, forever 
and definitely in love with all forms 
of dance, from classical ballet to 
Pop, Latino and everything we can 
ever imagine. The scene is her ter-
ritory, the Land of her dreams and 
her personal Paradise, larger than 
life, where she is ready to invent, 
transform and discover her own 
multifaceted artistic personality.
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Extra Denise, one of the best stu-
dents of the prestigious New 
York That's Dancing Academy, 
is since long time part of famous 

shows, spectacles and arts programs, 
bringing on stage not only her talent and 
dedication but her strong artistic spiri-
tuality too. The young American gene-
ration of  dancers is for sure influenced 
by the old Superstars of the grandioses 
Theaters of Broadway. 
Denise too for sure.
Here she is is, daily, under the symbolic 
Bridge of Brooklin, Washington Street, 
Dambo, ready to put her personal artis-
tic mark, leaving traces and sparkling 
hopes for her own wishes, dreams, vi-
sions as a possible new Star of the Ame-
rican dance scene.

Extra Denise wearing her char-
ming burgundy Tutu is the 
perfect image of the young , 
powerful and so much artis-

tic creativity of this marvelous NEW 
YORK, NEW YORK - like once the 
great Liza Minnelli, Ginger Rogers 
or why not, closer to our days, Jenny 
from the Block - Jennifer Lopez.
Isn't  New York  the perfect place where 
all the dreams are coming true ?
Monica Mergiu

ART & VISIONS
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DORA

THE FOUR SEASONS OF DORA DORL
PAPER FLOWERS, BEATLES AND EMOTIONS

DORL

ART & VISIONS

Lila Atelier is in fact the heart’s 
project of a joyful, talented, in-
novative German artist : Dora 
Dorl. In love with Art, dresses, 

decorations and before everything 
else in love with life, nature and 
colours, the lovely, beautiful Dora 
creates a different kind of fashion. 
Unique, emotional, flamboyant, ele-
gant, surprising and so much unusual 
: dresses of paper flowers. Always on 
her journey, middle of the flourished 
valley or the green Bavarian forests, 
between golden Sunflowers in the 
summer or brilliantly red - yellow 
autumn trees, Dora’s passion for art 
blossoms with new ideas and fabu-
lous imagination.
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Very easy to recognize her origami playful creations, Dora is already 
a famous artist of her world, discovered by the art lovers and mass 
media as the Queen of hand made Paper Flowers. Lila Atelier is 
a brand with a beautiful message saying that recycling paper is a 

true magic giving not only new products but identities.
Dora’s most celebrated project is the amazing FOUR SEASONS DRESSES 
collection. In her own specific vision, romantic, maybe somehow hippie but 
so much elegant, with new flower power style, inspired by the Beatles fa-
mous song Abbey Road, Dora has created the hand made floral collection 
under the title FOUR SEASONS... DIFFERENTLY!
Each dress represents a season of the year created  with specific hand 
made paper flowers choosed carefully by the artist with a very clear rela-
tion between the colours of the season and her imaginary vision about her 
personal artistic message. Yes, Dora Dorl have a very strong credo , her 
artistic statement : Art is Everywhere. Have a look and find it !
Looking at the Four Seasons Paper Flowers Dresses, and the beautiful 
ladies wearing the unusual creations of Dora, I’m going back in time, in a 
mythological atmosphere of romantic Fairy tales like Brothers Grimm sto-
ries with castles, princesses , mystery and floral mystic. 
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I can feel the spicy scents of 
the Winter in Poinsettia, in 
the Easterbell  the freshness 
of Springtime, the blossom 
of Summer and the nostal-
gic charm of the Autumn 
in Marigold and Aster. The 
amazing collection immor-
talized by Jacqueline Anders 
and Irmgard Brand are brin-
ging the resplendent crea-
tions and models to the spot 
light in a glamorous and 
artistic style, photos celebra-
ting artist, her unique art, 
women, nature, life, love and 
PAPER.
Dora Dorl is an artist of emo-
tions. She spreads femininity 
and glamour, delicate crea-
tivity and a certain portion 
of innocence. She is a flower 
between the other thousands 
paper flowers born in her 
hands. She knows to give the 
right flower to the right per-
son at the right moment. The 
paper in her hands comes to 
life, blooming in hundreds of 
colourful Roses, Sunflowers, 
Marigold or other spiritual 
plants of our marvelous Pla-
net called Earth.
Dora Dorl and her Lila Ate-
lier in Grobenzell are brin-
ging a new form of art for all 
of us who are ready to believe 
in magic : THE MAGIC OF 
PAPER.
Monica Mergiu
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AL YOUSEF
Sameera

SAUDI FASHION
GLAMOUR  & TRADITIONS

ASIRI CAT

ART & VISIONS

Born in Medina 
and trained as 
pharmacis t , 
Sameera Al 

Yousef discovered her 
passion for fashion in 
a very familiar, beauti-
ful environment : her 
own birth place with 
its tribal traditions , 
ancient customs of the 
huge Saudi Heritage 
.Inspired by her ances-
tors  way of life, the old 
times in tends middle 
of the sands, the co-
lourful textures of the 
Saudi embroidery, all 
the historical details of 
the mud houses , tradi-
tional villages and the 
women's beautiful  veils 
and jalabyas, Sameera 
Al Yousef started a mar-
velous cultural jour-
ney trough the source 
of her inspiration , to-
gether with her relative, 
the famous contempo-
rary artist Mohammed 
Farea.  
As a writer I'm always 
ready to discover and 
present unusual artists. 
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Sameera the Saudi Fashion designer 
and Mohammed Farea, the painter, 
are in fact the perfect artistic team 

to shape the modernism of the Saudi 
Fashion industry. 
Colours, structures, forms, fancy tex-
tures, all this amazing mélange of crea-
tivity and visions  are ready to bring the  
Saudi fashion collections to the Euro-
pean red carpet  of art and culture.
Sameera Al Yousef ‘s collections, haute 
couture, bridal or ready to wear are 
not only very modern, architecturally 
created for the nowadays society, but 
very glamorous too, gifted with a tradi-
tional , ancient flair, perfectly adapted to 
our times.
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Sameera and Mohammed Farea 
are the cultural ambassadors of 
the Saudi heritage, bringing to 
us not only Saudi art and culture 
but a real message of beauty and 
friendship worldwide.

Sameera Al Yousef  creates 
Fashion as a love letter 
written from the heart’s 
of the  beautiful city of 

Medina for all of us who are 
ready to discover the unique ta-
lent of two contemporary artists 
and not at the end, the amazing 
Saudi heritage so much diverse, 
impressive and still unknown.
Monica Mergiu

MAGAZINE 
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MAHMOUD
Amal

THE
MODERN CLEOPATRA

ART & VISIONS

She is a fascinating artist.
Attractive, gifted with that kind of exotic « 
Egyptian » femininity, with excessive flair 
for arts and culture, she knows perfectly 

how to express her artistic personality bringing 
together the mystery of Cleopatra, the wisdom of 
Nagib Mahfouz and the musicality of the modern 
Egyptian streets. Her art flourishes somewhere 
between Khan Al Khalil Souk and the mystical 
Nile, giving us the image of a rich personality with 
strong roots in the earth of her ancient nation.
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Amal Mahmoud speaks a 
unique artistic language, 
metaphorical, colourful and 

mystical. Fashion designer, poe-
tess, writer, speaker for women 
empowerment, TV personality, 
Amal is a strong voice supporting 
the feminine and feminist cultural, 
social, intellectual movement not 
only in Egypt but worldwide.
Living between Cairo and United Arab 
Emirates, Dubai , she creates Art as 
cross cultural cooperation initiating 
interactive dialogues, exchanging ideas 
and visions about ancient heritages and 
the modern path in Art and literature.
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As a visual artist, Amal creates explosion of colourful images, 
paintings, fashion, drawings, exploring not only the cultu-
ral territory of her heritage but her own femininity and abi-

lities. Beautiful  woman creating beautiful art for a beautiful world. 
Art is BEAUTY, she explains to me.  My Art is not only mine, is for 
each one of you , people who are surrounding me, she says : I create 
Art for World.
I observe Amal' s art since more than 5 years and I know that her 
driving motor is not only her huge talent but  more than everything 
the courage for freedom of expression. Stylish, fancy, always dif-
ferent and always very special , unusual and so much talented,  she is 
a sparkling artist spreading beauty in words and colours, convinced 
that the first rule of art is love for humanity. An artist, she says, 
must be a good human being with love, tolerance and brave against 
misconceptions : We don't change the world with fashion's  rules or 
make up,  new brands etc. but with new ideas, visions and courage. 
This is the challenge. And this is the meaning of Art.
Amal Mahmoud ' s most important and representative artwork is 
HERSELF.
Being Amal Mahmoud is about being the modern Cleopatra.
Monica Mergiu
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LEIDENFROST
WILD  AT HEART 

THE DYNAMIC OF COLOURS

Nicole

ART & VISIONS

Famous, vivant, vibrantly colourful, passionately in love with the 
speedy Lamborghini and horse's wild nature, entitled as  "Queen 
Malerin" - Queen's Paintress she is the former student of the fa-
mous Professor Markus Lupertz, having already numerous pain-

tings exposed in the collection of  the well known  « Wurth Museum ». What 
else may I say about the marvelous Nicole Leidenfrost ?
Well, she is an artist of joie de vivre gifted with a certain type of « follie »,  
inspired by the « Blue Horse » of Franz Marc, the chaotic beauty of the 
streets, sparkling situations,  unexpected, strange moments of her life and 
for sure very much influenced by the great German cultural heritage.
Nicole Leidenfrost’ s art offers a look into a different kind of world, happy, 
cheerful, intense and immense like an ocean of colours, exploring senti-
ments, feelings, with fury, sounds and glorious beauty.
The subjects of her paintings are human, horses, lions, cars, nature, power-
ful and dynamic  images and personages, characters created with vivacity 
and positive energy.
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Her cultural, artistic  journey is 
in fact  directly influenced by 
her own life : Her Art style is 

her way of living. Passionate.
As she is saying, her admirers 
and collectors of her artworks are 
mostly attracted by the colourful, 
beautiful energy mirrored in her 
paintings.
In a certain moment of her life, acci-
dentally or not, she became world-
wide famous with her creation, a 
painting offered as a special gift to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll of 
England during  one of her official 
visits to Germany. 
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The painting is representing the Queen as a 
little girl smiling courageous on the horse 
together with her father His Majesty the 

late King George of England. The reaction of the 
Queen was suddenly in all international mass 
media, showing an unexpected amusement and 
curiosity of  Her Majesty related to the unusual 
colours of the entire painting. Using the royal 
blue, the vibrant yellow creating a special pastel 
atmosphere, Nicole Leidenfrost has realised not 
at all just a photographic image but a marvelous, 
unique, special artwork in her own manner : 
extravagant, courageous, vivant, joyful, cheerful 
and so much DIFFERENT.
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Nicole Leidenfrost is a modern artist 
gifted with a very unusual, amazing 

and charming capacity of giving flair, 
colours and vivacity to the « so much 
usual grey of the streets » as she says. 
Fancy, glamorous, feminine but for sure 
feminist and courageous she shares a 
marvelous cultural message : positive 
energy composed beautifully to be heal-
thy for soul, mind and eyes.

Long before 
this historical 
moment, the 

artist was already 
recognized as a 
painter with a hard 
brush and powerful 
driving motor. 
Her cooperation 
with Lamborghini 
was just another 
important, flam-
boyant and unusual 
artistic expression. 
More than this, 
already she is cele-
brated as a horse 
lover, as a result 
today, one of the 
most important 
horses competition 
in Dresda is na-
med after her : Die 
Queen’s Malerin 
Cup.
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Her artworks are showing us that ART can be realistic in a very large 
diversity of forms and meanings. Her paintings are the explosive ex-
pression of her own artistic identity. The artist calls herself « German 

at heart » - I would call her « Wild at heart ».
Nicole Leidenfrost’s personality is exactly like the movie characters of 
Quentin Tarantino. She spreads diversity, never white, black or grey but 
beautifully « crazy », passionate, concentrated on life, nature, humans and 
the beauty of animals.
Nicole Leidenfrost speaks always with her clients, art collectors, is always 
surrounded by people , middle of exhibitions, competitions, art, culture, sport 
events, a woman  and artist ready to share smiles and beautiful moments. 
At the end ART it is only about bringing people together, giving a message 
of beauty, courage and positive thinking.
The German cultural heritage is huge. Germany is the land of Goethe, 
Schiller, Beethoven, Wagner, composers, poets, writers who are pillars of 
this magical Universe - the eternal Cosmos of geniality. Speaking, writing 
about the artist Nicole Leidenfrost, i am giving my modest homage to this 
wonderful country  Germany and not at the end to all artists of Nicole’s ge-
neration, who are giving  new sparkle  to our world  and bright messages of 
how beautiful our life is when we can just see it in the million of colours and 
lights, exploring territories of magic with the wild courage of being, thinking 
and creating something different, unique and unforgettable like once the 
Blue Horse, flying wild around us like a  dream or like the most real reality.
Monica Mergiu
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Monica 
Mergiu
Culture and Literature celebrating women 

Royals & Artists
Emirati Women of the Golden Era

Monica Mergiu

Monica Mergiu is a lyricist, writer and physician, member of the 
German Union of Writers, International Federation of Journalists and UN 
Women Germany. 
Her literary credo is «Culture unites people».
She is the author of several books dedicated to Arab Heritage and Arab 
Women Artists & Writers. Her media articles and books are 
inspired by her strong and very active cooperation with diverse 
women organisations and foundations in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait , Oman, Jordan and Lebanon. 
Monica Mergiu lives and writes in Munich, Bavaria and cooperates for the 
illustration of her books exclusively with the UNESCO awarded artist of Arab 
calligraphy, the Tunisian-French painter Raouf Meftah from Nice, France.
«Royals & Artists» book is part of  «Women & Art»literary collection of inter-
views and artworks of the most important Arab women of our times.
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The latest book written by Monica Mergiu presents large collection of 
interviews with the most visible, talented and important women of 
United Arab Emirates. The book designed by the abstract painter 
and calligrapher Raouf Meftah, gives voice to females leaders of 

art, women's empowerment activists and professionals as driving motors 
of the society. Representants of the cosmopolitan Dubai and of the each 
one of the 7 marvelous Emirates, Royal Princesses, women artists and 
intellectual, politicians are giving their opinions about cross cultural com-
munication and the importance of knowledge and education in our times. 
EMIRATI WOMEN ROYALS and ARTISTS  book will be launched 2021 
along with the Solo Exhibition of arabic calligraphy of Raouf Meftah in 
Monaco and Dubai.
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Hisham
BINJABI

KING OF ART 

MASTER OF ROYAL PORTRAITS
PIONEER OF SAUDI ART
A PAINTER'S LEGEND


